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‘A. 
Ss rf look at that beautiful picture of my work, 


I'm proud. | heaves a sigh of satisfaction, my eyes fill up and 


| sez to myself, “ Elmer don’t have to worry, he’s a boy that’s got hisself 


a privy, a m-i-g-h-t-y , m-i-g-h-t-y , p-r-e-t-t-y p-r-i-v-y.” 


Lemuel Putt ® 


THE new Williams & Williams Roften Priviest 
would have delighted the heart of old Lemuel Putt. 
The new Roftens are pretty — you can have them 
in any colour; and they are mighty because they 
will last a very long time. 

There is a myriad of reasons why you should specify 
Roftens—here are just a few :— 

1. Roften toilet compartments are cheaper than brick and tiles : 
prefabrication makes them easy and quick to erect. 


2. They can be grouped in any number. 


3. They are made of high quality sheet steel which is rustproof, 
fire resistant and won't harbour germs. 


4. The doors are double skinned to prevent warping. 


5. They will stand up to climatic conditions in any part of the 
world, 


6. The clean straight lines are in keeping with modern trends 
in design. 


7. Roftens are supplied in finished colours to specification. 


If you are putting toilet compartments into schools or 
hospitals, factories or offices we should be glad to tell you about 


the new Roften lavatory units. Please write or telephone. 
+ Lavatories or even toilet compartments if you wish Sir. 


* The Specialist by Charles Sale : Putnam, 42 Great Russell Street, 
London, W fim & 


The Pressed Metal Division of BY ALS4S7.\ hmm ASS ie Limited 


ROFTEN WORKS HOOTON CHESHIRE 


or telephone our nearest Area Office. There are 17 of them. 
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WATES DOUBLE THE RATE 
OF HANDING OVER 


New-Tradition Houses Provide 
Speedy, Economic Alternative to Brick Housing 
APPROVED—and proved in practice 


Designed to meet the urgent needs of post-war housing, the WATES New-Tradition House has pr 
successful as a solution to the problem of building the greatest number of permanent houses in the s 
lowest cost. By the beginning of this year over 18,000 WATES Houses and Flats had been included ir 
schemes. Compared with traditional brick houses, the rate of handing over is approximately two t 


Saving time, manpower, bricks 


The basis of construction of the Wates New-Tradition House 
is the erection on site of factory-made high-grade reinforced 
concrete units concrete-bonded to form the shell of the house 
A patented tubular steel jig is erected to position and support 
the units and is removed when the shell is completed. Erection 
is mechanised, manhandling being eliminated by the use o/ 
mobile cranes. Bricks are used only in the chimney stack. 


Variety of Designs 

Contemporary in style and amenities, Wates New-Tradition 
Houses compare more than favourably with many more costly 
traditional brick houses. The available designs include semi- 
detached and terraced houses with specially modified plans 

to suit the Mining Areas, old people’s bungalows and flats of 

up to six storeys. Internal layouts meet today’s demands for 

space and easy running and these may be modified to satisfy a 
local requirements. Sve 


Typical completed houses, built by Wates New-Tradi 
3 homes that are comfortable and pleasant to look at 
Grouping peendeeene ; 


This flexibility gives an unusual degree of freedom in estate layout awi 

and greatly simplifies the task of providing homes for families of Ample Living Space 

varying sizes. Awkward frontages become less of a problem and, All Wates New-Tradition houses have two 

in addition to the balanced grouping which pairs and terraces rooms, the planning providing a living roon 

permit, very pleasing variety in roof tiling and colour finishes can be of the house. This type of design gives the : 

introduced. space — and is suitable for sites of any aspex 
outside. In terraces of four t t 
way, the space above whic! 
adjoining 


Advisory Service 
Wates New-Tradition H 
century of successful | 
practice. Wates tech 





and up-to-date pre 
selected panel of well 
tors by whom Wates 
liaison is maintained 
the latest improven 
promptly employed 

In addition, Local Autt 
fully and freely on the 
service covers site la 
ment schemes 


Placing first-floor panels in position. Each panel weighs up to 10 cwt. and is Authorities have found ¢ 


handled by a mobile crane. Units are erected in four courses; ground floor, Organisation during 
string course, first floor and eaves course. very considerable 





If you are interested in any way in building more houses more quickly at lower 


cost, write for further information on Wates New-Tradition Housing, WAT E *y 


including the Wates booklet: * Permanent Housing in Reinforced Concrete.’ 








WATES LTD., Building & Civil Engineering Contractor 
1258/1260 LONDON ROAD, LONDON, S.W.16. Telephone: POLlards 5000 (1 
LONDON ° NEW YORK ; 
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On the rugged East Coast of Scotland lies the little town of Dunbar. From 
Dunbar the fishermen sail out, in all weathers, for the great fishing banks far 
out in the North Sea. A hard and dangerous life these men lead, and 
when they do come ashore to see their families they deserve 
every comfort. Happily, Dunbar is setting a new high 
standard in this direction. In fact, the Architect 
for the scheme of Fishermen's Cottages, part 
of which is illustrated below, received 


the Saltaire Society Award 


Like their boats, their 
cottages, being situated right on 
the sea shore, are continually subjected 
to the ever-changing moods of wind, wave and 
weather. A Cementone product was chosen to 
protect and decorate these cottages, Being durable and 
resistant to alkali and sea air, Cementone No. 7 Primer and 
Exterior Flat Finish was applied to all the exterior surfaces. The various 
colours are seen at their best against the foundation of natural bright red 
tone. And how well the new blends with the old, 
The Cementone Handbook gives f ulars of Cementone No. 7 and many other products which have been specially 
manufactured to solve most colouring, waterproofing and decorating problems. Your copy of this Handbook will 
be sent to you, free, on request. 


JOSEPH FREEMAN SONS & CO. LTD., CEMENTONE WORKS, LONDON, S.W.18 








MANUFACTURERS OF COLOURS, HARDENERS WATERPROOFERS AND DECORATIVE FINISHES 








Telephone : VANdyke 243 ' « 1; Telegraphic Addrese : CEMENTONE, WESPHONE, LONDON 
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GYPSUM PLASTER 


_ ee 


MURITE ADVANTAGES 


FIRE RESISTANCE ‘*Murite’’ Plasters when set revert to Gypsum 


This mineral contains 20°, of Chemically combined water which must be driven off 
before dangerous temperatures can be reached. This water barrier is one of 
the reasons why ‘‘Murite’’ Gypsum Plasters have such excellent fire-resisting 
properties. 


WORKABILIT ¥ ‘“Murite’’ Plasters are simple to use Scientific factory 


processing and a controlled set give superb working properties and allow ample 
time for first class results to be obtained. 


ECONOMY ‘“*Murite’’ Plasters have a greater covering capacity than other 


similar plasters. The undercoat grades also require less sand therefore they effect 
a considerable saving in use. 





SPEED “Mmurite” Plasters set completely within a few hours. If required, two 
coat work can be completed the same day and certain types of decoration can be 
started almost immediately without fear of failure. 


x. We _MURITE GRADES 


| FIBRED PLASTER | 
FOR SANDED 
UNDERCOATS 


ON WALL AND | PLASTER FOR 


| 
i | ~ } 
CEILING BOARDS | SANDED UNDER | v2} 
WOOD LATH. ETC 
Rene ratctemed | COATS ON METAL BROWNING | 
| LATHING AND 


. PLASTER FOR | 
|. | | SANDED UNDER. | 
COATS ON WALLS | 


—_ 


SCRIPTIVE FOLDER AVAII 


ee CARFERATA & CO.LTD. 


MUSTER NEWARK © ~~ NOTTS. oof NEWA 
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ABBOTSFIELD SCHOOL, HILLINGDON. 
Architect: C. G. Stillman, F.R.I.B.A. 
Architect to the Middlesex County Council 


JOHN THOMPSON BEACON WINDOWS 


LIMITED 





























. Wolverhampton & Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 


we Telephone BILSTON 41121 Telephone TEMPLE BAR 3216 D)) 
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GYPSUM PLASTER 


_ ee 


MURITE ADVANTAGES 


FIRE RESISTANCE ‘‘Murite’’ Plasters when set revert to. Gypsum 


This mineral contains 20°, of Chemically combined water which must be driven off 
before dangerous temperatures can be reached. This water barrier is one of 
the reasons why ‘‘Murite’’ Gypsum Plasters have such excellent fire-resisting 
properties. 


WORKABILIT Y ‘‘Murite’’ Plasters are simple to use Scientific factory 


processing and a controlled set give superb working properties and allow amp 
time for first class results to be obtained. 


ECONOMY ‘*Murite’’ Plasters have a greater covering capacity than other 


similar plasters. The undercoat grades also require less sand therefore they effec 
a considerable saving in use. 





SPEED ‘‘Murite’’ Plasters set completely within a few hours. If required, two 
coat work can be completed the same day and certain types of decoration can Dé 
started almost immediately without fear of failure. 
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ABBOTSFIELD SCHOOL, HILLINGDON. 
Architect: C. G. Stillman, F.R.I.B.A. 
Architect to the Middlesex County Council 


JOHN THOMPSON BEACON WINDOWS 


LIMITED 


Ettingshall, Wolverhampton & Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
\ Telephone BILSTON 41121 


Telephone TEMPLE BAR 3216 Wy 
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Watching your interests .. . 


put your 


elients 


paint 


wise 2 


Here is a Blundell product 
which helps to off-set the high cost 
” labour *reby vhite , P 
ae teaumn PAMMEET IC looking at the Sum Total at the bottom. Good 
plasti emulsion coating cuts costs 
because it .. . requires no primer paint cost good money—but, seen in the right 
or undercoat ... is as quick and 
dries in pad ong cla the right way, they actually save in the end. Painting 
ling the second coat to be applied ; 
without delay .. . takes only two for the man who ultimately pays the bill is one of the w 
coats to cover the most contrast- : 
ing surfaces, 

What's more; Pammastic cuts 
labour maintenance costs too, for > a 
it lasts indefinitely. pre-conditioned to paint wisdom, is a better clie 
For a brilliant enamel or soft 
eggshell enamel finish, the re- 
commended complementaries to 
Pammastic are Blundell’s , 
Pammel and Pammelette. Strategy has been designed to do it 


BILUND DAF PAINTS 


BLUNDELL, SPENCE & CO, LTD * MAKERS OF PAINTS SINCE 1811 
And at Bristol, Glasgow , Liverpool, Newcastle, West Bromwich, Bombay a 


We’ve always stressed that there’s more t 


Blundell organisation help themselves by helping 


Paints. It’s a big educational job—and the whole Blund 
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THE MIDLAND WOODWORKING COMPANY LTD. * MELTON MOWBRAY 
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a aN 


Specialists in high-class joinery for the Building Trade 
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The British Made 


Building Boards of 
Quality and 
Experience 


THEY ARE MADE T0 LAST 








SUNDEALA BOARD CO LIMITED 


Heaa Office : ALDWYCH HOUSE, LONDON, W.¢ ] Chancery 8159 
Works : SUNBURY-ON-THAMES 

Glasgow : BALTIC CHAMBERS, 50 WELLINGTON ST, C.2 

Newcastle: NORTHUMBRIA HOUSE, PORTLAND TERRACE, 
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Handling equipment 





Labour 





Storage 








Warming-up time 





ACTUAL COST OF FUEL iM 


We 
LY 








A CLEAN BILL OF GAS N 


When you pay for gas, you pay for fuel, clean and simple. There are no extras to 


or handling costs, no stokers to be paid, little in the 


take into account, no storagt 
(;as 1S quick to heat, cas) to control and flexible in 


way of maintenance overheads 


its application. Its calor value is constant. There is no anxiety about what the next 


delivery will be like (or whether it will arrive) because gas delivery is also constant, 
a stream of latent, reliable heat going right to the point where it is required. ‘There 


are many instances in which the specialist advice of the gas industry could ensure 


better results for the spent on fuel. 


What does ‘not knowing’ cost ? 


AME OF FIRM 


WE NEFD HEAT POR 


The Gas Council, 1, Grosvenor Place, London, 8.W.1 


Industry makes the fullest use of the nation’s coal 
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An enamel that has won a place in the front rank of decorative and protective finish 
Made in 4 variety of attractive shades, this enamel gives a superlative finish of lasting charact 
Specified by leading architects all over the country where a perfect job is the objective 


Write for descriptive literature and colour cards to the sole manufactur 


CHARLES TURNER & SON LTD. 


BLOOMSBURY HOUSE, 165 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W. 
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MECHANICAL AIDS TO PRODUCTIVITY 


FOR EVERY INDUSTRY 
... large-scale or small 


Executives in th ul 
an invaluable sour 
Articles and illustratior 
paratively small on 
handling methods to 
in the actual constructi 
the building 














MECHANICAL HANDLIN«‘ 
to the subject of mechan 

of industry, describing n 
resulting in an increa 








Read MECHANI( 


Post this coupon to 


MECHANICAL HANDLING 


DORSET HOUSE STAMF 


Please enter my name as a 
remittance value £1 15 


Remittances from oversea 
in sterling on London out 
A section of the rebuilt warehouse, No. 16, at Messrs. Butler’s Wharf, 
Ltd., London, recently featured in MECHANICAL HANDLING. 
Four of the many handling facilities described can be seen—the control - 
cabin at the wall corner; two rising platforms (one at lower right) and Name 
the crane at the far corner. 


Address 


POST. THIS FORM TODAY 
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ONLY ONE 
od of OEY LA 


IT IS THE ONLY CYLINDER 
WHOSE SELF-FEEDING PRIMARY 
DOES NOT CONTAMINATE THE 
SECONDARY WATER. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY 


STEEL RADIATOR WATER 
RADIATORS CANNOT CONTAMINATE 
CAN BE USED SECONDARY WATER 





PRIMARY 





WITHOUT THE “PRIMATIC” HAS “ BUILT-IN ” 
MIXING }} |] SPACE FOR PRIMARY EXPANSION 


Passed by LEADING WATER AUTHORITIES 


for use in their areas 


COMPLIES WITH BSS.699.1951 


MADE ONLY BY 


RANGE BOILERS LTD. 


(AND SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES) 
Telephone: Stalybridge 223! elegran Cylinders, Stalybridge 





STALYBRIDGE : CHESHIRE 





INFORMATION 


of interest to all concerned with 


: 


modern methods of building construction 


All the facts you need to guide you in the choice—and use— 
of the correct dampcourse for any building or 
n Qstr ; site condition are contained in this 
"Ctibitis handy reference book. 


ot ATO 





We Have you 

iii ? 

| f §=6had your copy: 

' This useful Ruberoid publ 
available to everyone engage 

or executive capacity in the bu 


pee shall be pleased to send you 


air 


I 
| 


p n A ' 
NUN Se VU ctl 


THE RUBEROID COMPANY LIMITED, 94, COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, NEW OXFORD STREE 





clARD 


STATE .- LIDING 


e cing oor Gear has again bee pecified for 
estate the Ff ple Mouses antert 
rG fier ax ym ¢ a y , 


ELLARD Esta 
large housing 
Estate * 


Kent 


e of space 
For easy access and ef 
ELLARD “* Radial ding 
typical domes garage witt 
Radial Door Gea 


ELLARD Sliding Door Gear has been specified for flats and housing schemes by: London 
County Council ; Canterbury and Peterborough Corporations; Eston, Mexborough, 
Rushden, Sawbridgeworth and Wellingborough U.D.C.s ; Easington and Sedgefield 
R.D.C.s jand for British Railways Housing Estates, Southall ; Coronation Bungalows, South 
Shields; Kytes Settlement Estate. Watford ; Newton Aycliffe and Stevenage New Towns 


CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
Works Road, Letchworth, Herts. Tel.: 613/4 
ANE SNS. RETESET RIE SS RI 
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for the job! 


No time lost waiting for com to complete the 

itch units, no necessity to dismantle before fixing. 
The new G.E.C. pack for the Surface ‘“ Mutac” 
Switch Unit is just what you should order for any job 
for quick efficient installation here quality at 


the right price is your target 





The new pack contains a full led pressed steel 


x with ? inch E.T. Spout Ent ind a # inch 





Knockout for through condu I ind the Flush 


np. S.P. “Mutac” A.C Switcl a serrated 








ring to fix the pressed steel P.D r, two switch 














ng screws are fixed In a « j ird rt 





$.6001 


MUTAC — # 
A.C. ONE GANG SWITCH UNIT 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO MAGNET HOUSE - KINGSWAY - LONDON «- W.C.2 











SERRATED FACE 








@ All bodies and nuts of Kontite Undergr 
made of GUNMETAI 

@ Serrated end of the fitting body bit 
increased strength to the joint 

@ All fittings are of full bore, leaving the waterv 

@ Ball and socket effect allows for limit nisalignm 
between tube and fitting before tightening Test 
that the joint is stronger than th 


UNDERGROUND FITTINGS 
KAY & COMPANY (ENGINEERS) LTD., BOLTON BRASS WORKS, BOLTON 


Tel: Bolton 197 
LONDON OFFICE: 36 Victoria St., $.W.! 


trict 


nr 
p! 


ABBEY 2144 








Poe 2 


0 09 08 0 7.0.0.6 ° o Se LIGHT IN WEIGHT 
° in IF - sai gm ss 


EASY TO PAINT 
AND CLEAN. 


ECONOMICAL TO Fix 


COST LESS 
PER SQUARE FOOT 


MAXIMUM 
FUEL ECONOMY 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


FROST PROOF 


W777 


| 
| 
| 
| 





{ 


Gulf long life Radiators are available in a wide range of Column and Wall! Panel 
types, in any length and in curved and angled form. Gulf specialise in producing, 
radiators for unusual and exacting requirements. Ask for our latest catalogu 


GULF RADIATORS LTD., Penarth Road, Cardiff. : Tel: 2059/2 


London Office and Showrooms, 229 Regent Street, London, W.! Tel : REG 
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PRESSED STEEL SECTIONAL TANKS 


SECTIONAL STEEL TANKS provide the simplest and most 
effective solution to the problem of storage capacity for water, 
rapidly constructed and easily enlarged ; fuel oil and other liquids. 


Readily adaptable to siting conditions 
space saving and flexible in application ; and flexible in application, the pressed steel sectional unit 
adaptable to the most difficult sites. method of tank construction provides economical storage 

capacities from 400 gallons upwards. 

Complete technical data will be 

forwarded on request, and, if you 

can provide a brief outline of your 

particular problem, we shall be only 

too pleased to send details of similar 


installations. 





INDUSTRIAL PLANT DEPARTMENT 
are suppliers of 
TANKS BOILERS CHEMICAL PLANT 
LADDERS and SCAFFOLDING and other 
tems of static plant and equipment 





SELLING AGENTS 


THOS. W. WARD LTD 


HEAD OFFICE: ALBION WORKS, SHEFFIELD 
LONDON OFFICE: BRETTENHAM HOUSE, LANCASTER PLACE, STRAND, W.C.2 
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‘BUILT-IN’ FE] | | | 
= ectrolux 
Aiea bend REFRIGERATORS 


S$ 





, 
| begs ide 


_ 





i ae Bini GS TOILE. ALL NEW HOUSING (Private and Local Authority) 
KITCHEN MODERNISATIONS * CONVERSIONS 


Electrolux Kg in easy installation...with all these added advantages 


Os > No machinery — no moving parts > Permanent Silence. 


A 1 to wear out. > Renowned for Reliability. 





j ,™ > No vibration. > 5-Year-Guarantee on the 


Pd 


q y > No interference with Radio or T.V. Silent Cooling Unit. 


Architects and Builders are invited to write for full particulars to Contracts Depa 
ELECTROLUX LTD - 1535 REGENT STREET - LONDON, W.l .- rel: REGent 7252 (9 lines) Works: Luton 








Directional Lighting Units 


enamelled or galvanised finishes. Choic: 
of seven inlet points Obtainable from 
all leading stockists or direct from the 
works where ‘‘Maxheat’’ oval tubular 
electric heaters, ‘‘ Workslit reflectors 
and Wardle floodlights are mad 


PRISMALUX COMMANDS THE 
WORLD'S LARGEST SALE 


Please send for details to 


Engineering Co, Ltd., Old Trafford, Manchester, 1¢ 








Assembly Hall at Upholland Grammat 
the tasteful effect which can be 
EVERITT] BIGSIX \sbestos-Cement 
ised for interior wall treatment. 
ill 
WTP I 


SO AS 


Asbestos Cement 


‘BIGSIX” 


CORRUGATED SHEETS 


TURNERS ASBESTOS CEMENT CO LTD 


A MEMBER OF THE TURNER £ NEWALL ORGANISATION 
TRAFFORD PARK MANCHESTER 17 
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Showing Two-way Reinforcement 
and Hollow Concrete Blocks laid 
on Trianco Telescopic Centers. 


- A Negus i i 
es a sag 


=— 


PARKFIELD CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO. LTD 
Showing uniform concrete soffit, ster 


Obtained without use of slip tiles, NETHERTON. ‘Phone : | ich 
SMITH’S FIREPROOF FLOORS LTD., IMBER COURT, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY 


Emberbrook 3300 (4 lines) 








Co fs SS TE for modern interiors 


and exteriors 


es 


ACTUAL SIZI Durable, hard-surfa 
of the WIDE REED Its hard, chestnut f 
design. textured board wl 
enamel, varnish and 
natural clear pol 
It is clean and « 
an 2 fixed t 
sim urta 
Sait ee fi at ar 
without need 


LONDON WALL 6656 


reeded 
hardboard 


(aa CASTEX betel €- ; 





r¢ 


DEPOT 


A 


Vew Factory at Crawley, Sussex, for 
1.P.V. Co., Ltd., designed by W. S. Atkins 
& Partners, London and roofed with 
Briggs Bitumetal, The Modern Develop- 


R ment in Aluminium. 
oofs need no longer be laid in dull drab uninteresting 


finishes Brigus Mineral Surfaced Roofings provide a range 


of attractive colours. each colour permanent and unfadine. 


obtained from crushed natural minerals unaffected by time and 


weather 
This large modern factory, where roofing security is an 
important factor, is covered with a cap sheet of Green Mineral 


whi ly harmonise pleasantly with surroundings, 


isk our nearest trea Manager for the latest 
feu hint al le tails of Vineral Surfaced Roof- 


in adaptable for laying on any deck 








~ 





Annex at the Kecleston Hotel, Vietoria, London 


Combination cocktail and snack-bar in natural waxed 


mahogany and sycamore, with padded and studded front. 


Undercounter and backfittings have lockable 


space for food and drink storage, refrigeration and stainle: 


steel wash-up. Sycamore display cabinets have sliding 


glass doors and mirror backs, General colour scheme. with 


is black; grey and red. 


he whole was carried out by Gaskell & ¢ 


FITTERS 


Member of the Allied Br 


BRITAIN’S BIGGEST BAR 


ewery 


@ HEAD OFFICE: DALEX WORKS, COLESHILL STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 4 
@ LONDON OFFICE 


109-115, BLACKFRIARS ROAD, S.E 


Branches 
Bristol Cardiff Hanley 


Leeds Liverpool Manchester New -castie-on-Tyne 
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PLAYGROUNDS FOR 


N April 1952 the Grounds and Lay 
of the National Playing Fields A 
a technical committee on Children 


t Committee 
ciation set up 
Playgrounds 
under the chairmanship of Sir George Pepler to study 
the problem of playground provision generally, 
in particular to collect information on playgrounds for 
blocks of flats for M.O.H. & L.G. In a report* 
published the N.P.F.A expresses 
concern at the picture revealed as the re 
investigation, and hopes that it will be 


and 


recently deep 
ult of this 
obligatory in 
igned to include 
adequate playground provision in accordance with 
the report’s recommendations. It i 

a sufficient sum should be included in 
The report should bs 
architect, committee 
official, who will want to know 
‘“‘ adequate’ playground 
estimate probable cost. 


future for all new schemes to be de: 


suggested that 
the estimates 

acquired by 
and 


for this purpose 


every member housing 


what meant by 
provision in order to 
include an 
invaluable appendix by Miss Joan Allen, a daughter 
of Lady Allen of Hurtwood, in the form of a survey 
into playgrounds around London flats) will be backed 
up by the touring exhibition on Children’s Play Areas 
which has been designed by Mr. Gordon Logie, 
A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I1., for the Housing Centre, and 
sponsored by the N.P.F.A., which will be on view 
at the H.C. until Easter, after which it is hoped that 
local authorities and voluntary societies will book it 
for local showing. ‘The exhibition made 
screens of enlarged photographs which Mr. Logie 
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has collected from many sources, both British and 
Foreign, which put to shame most of our play areas. 
They include many different types, representing a 
wide range of treatment of terrain and vary from 
expensive down to extremely economical solutions. 

Perhaps the first requirement for anyone con- 
cerned with play areas is imagination. The point 
that impressed Miss Allen most vividly as she went 
round London playgrounds was the “ lamentable 
lack of imagination that had been shown in planning 
the open spaces round the blocks.” The charming 
Housing Centre exhibition may appeal principally to 
the converted but in conjunction with the N.P.F.A. 
report should do a great deal to overcome resistance 
based on more “ practical” objections. And, of 
course, it is true that local authorities have to look at 
the question from many angles, not only of cost and 
upkeep, but of insurance against accidents and 
wilful destruction. 

It is here that the experience of architects who 
have made imaginative provision for children’s needs 
in the way of scooter tracks, adventure playgrounds 
and informal tree-and-grass areas, can be useful. 
Later this year a conference is to be held at County 
Hall, and this may well help to restore to its proper 
place in society the provision for children’s needs. 

In the past, slum children played dirtily but 
happily in their alleys, with hoops or tops as the 
season demanded, and country children roamed the 
lanes and climbed trees. All unself-consciously. 
To-day, everything is perhaps too self-conscious, but 
there is more skill and sympathetic understanding 
available than ever before. Let us, then, use it, not 
just here and there, but throughout the whole 
country. 
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EVENTS AND COMMENTS. itt picture, 2 
quite pleasant 
WINDSOR PLEASURE GARDENS WOOLTON STON! 

The public enquiry on the proposed Windsor Pleasure According to a Liv 
Gardens was in full blast last week and, judging from Church. Princes Park ha yusly 
reports which I have seen, the case against the scheme is the last twenty-five vear The « 
very strong. The design of the gardens is in capable 4 hundred years ago of Wool 
hands, and several household names are included among = Scott is reported to have cho 
the architects to be employed; this fact should not, how- — dral after a visit to St. Paul 
ever, be allowed to cloud the main issue, which is surely Paul’s is said to be dui 
for the people of Windsor alone to decide, namely, tion. | hope that thi 
whether the pleasure gardens would make Windsor a the launching of a Liv 
pleasanter place to live in or not. The word amenity is before the building i 
much overworked, and can be made to mean almost any- 
thing when used by either side in such an argument. The GARAGE SITI 
promoters doubtless regard their scheme as adding tothe HOUSE TENA 
amenities of the town. Those against it regard the 
gardens as a great threat to the amenities. 

Sir Owen Morshead, the Queen’s Librarian, appearing 
in his private capacity, hit the nail on the head when he 
said that he could not help thinking that had it not been 
for the presence of Windsor Castle the promoters would 
not have chosen Windsor for the site of the gardens. The 
promoters were availing themselves quite legitimately of 
the drawing power of the ancient and historic castle in 
order to pursue their commercial ends. But it seems to me that 1 

Sir Owen went on to say that he thought that had it tenants who build their 
not been for the money inducements offered the Windsor = chou id_ bear 
Town Council would have had nothing to do with the 
scheme. 

I find myself in complete agreement with Sir Owen and 
also with the witness who said that in his opinion the yANCHESTER UNI} 
scheme would be far more suitable for Maidenhead than 
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: I hear that students of archit 
Windsor. in the University of Mancheste1 
EMBANKMENT PLANTING architectural dev elopment of th 

have not seen the plans I feel sur 
this sort of point student 
that they propose to do somet 
will keep me informed 


My picture shows the spine which has been laid along 
the Victoria Embankment now that the road has been 
remade after taking up the tramlines. It looks rather 
ham-fisted at present, but when the bushes, hardly visible 

ACCIDENT WiTH 
CONCRETE BEAM 

A most unfortunate accident 
man occurred recently at Low 
concrete beam 76ft 3in long 
in position. The beam 
roofing members in the constru 
the inquest on the man a verdict 
returned. No direct eviden 
was forthcoming. Apparently t 
by slings attached to two bolt 
break. Afterwards one end 
with bolts by a -witn wh 
hammer with which t 
slings, the man who 
at the other end of th 
going down he heard 
crumbling at its centre 
which folded up int 
when it hit the ground 
erection the crane sling 
a plate. The jib wa 
cracked and folded 
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First prize: Aidron Duckworth 


The British Rubber Development Boa 

tion the aim of which was to interest student de: 
working out practical ideas for incorporating latex foam in 
various kinds of seating. Ninety-sever mpetitors sub- 
mitted designs and the assessors considered the competitors 
had shown themselves to be familiar with the uses of latex 
foam for upholstery but that there was a lack of appreciation 
of the diverse possibilities it offered to the designer 
noted that almost all architectural studer 
as the 


ympeti- 
gners in 


It was 
ised metal rods 
basic framework of their desis Some designs 
involved so much steel that althoug! appeared 
to be light it would have taken two strong men to lift them 
In other instances not enough thought hi given to the 
wearing of fabrics and upholstery throu ibbing 
metal members 


against 


The prizewinners were, first A. | kworth of the 
Royal College of Art ; second: D.D npor ligh Wycombe 
College of Further Education 1: A. Tilbury, Kingston 
School of Art, and fourth, ‘5 ysthe, R ( ege of Art. 


[his was a very nasty accident quite apart from the fact 
that a man was killed with it. Iti nportant for the 
future of P.R.C. that the true cause of it should be dis 


covered. No doubt the manufactur beam are as 


anxious as anyone else for this to be determined 


Perhaps 
the Pre-Stressed Concrete Development Group will hold 
Let us hope that it will and then give full 


publicity to its report 


in inquiry. 


(RCHITFECTS 
The 


into two 


{IND THE BOAT RACI 


nothing which divid harply 


camps as the boat race. As a spectacle seen from 
a point on the bank it is not wildly ex 
Rather are the sympathy 


for the 16 chaps with bursting hearts and the tw 


plendidly 


impressive pectato! 


faced 


Second prize: David Davenport 


Bessa: bad 


Third prize: Alan H. Tilbury 


with making desperate decisions. I do not know how many 
budding architects have rowed in the 100 races but many 
thousands of qualified ones watch it each year, or so it 
seems to me. There are several reasons for this. In the 
first place architects tend to live where there are nice 
houses and the banks of the Thames between Putney and 
Mortlake provide many of these. Every house-owner on 
or near the course gives a party, and we all know that 
architects stick together. Again, painters and sculptors 
live by the river in fairly large numbers; they, too, give 
boat-race parties. Heating engineers, builders’ merchants 
and others connected with the industry have riverside 
wharfs and their parties, to which many 
architects are invited, are things to be remembered 


ABNER 


boat-race 
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NEWS OF 


Sighthill Church Competition 


In their report the assessors, Profes- 
sor Robert Matthew, Mr. H. Taylor, 
A.R.I.B.A., and Professor J. G. Riddell, 
D.D., said that in their opinion no 
entry satisfactorily reconciled architec- 
tural quality with economy in cost. Of 
83 designs submitted, 20 had been 
selected for final consideration, but only 
a few came within 10 per cent of the 
£45,000 allowed for the cost of erection 
of the church. They therefore recom- 
mended to the promoters that the five 
prize-winners, together with eight other 
entrants whose designs had architectural 
quality (Mr. Basil Spence was among 
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Mr. George Fairweather F.R.I.B.A of bovs so ee 
has taken into partnership Mr. Eric 
Rheinberg, A.R.LB.A., A.A.Dip. 
(Hons) and Mr. Geoffrey L. Cannon, 
A.R.LB.A. The firm will in future 
practice under the style of George 
Fairweather and Partners, 28/30, Wig- 
more Street, London, W.1. (Telephone 
Welbeck 5489-90.) 
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RETIREMENTS 


Mr. C. Cowles-Voysey, F.R.1.B.A., is 
retiring from practice. His practice 
will be carried on by John Brandon- 


resource to the 
apprentices 

questionnaire 
numbers they 


trades A 


on new 
showing the 


take 


list of 


maximum 
can in the 


compiet 


these) should be invited to review their 
schemes and re-submit them. If then a 
design of sufficient architectural merit 
capable of being built for the estimated 
cost (in the assessors’ opinion the 
accommodation required in the condi- 
tions could be provided within the cost 
limit), the church authorities could 
select an architect for carrying out the 
work, The exhibition of the competi- 
tion entries was opened by Mr. Leslie 
G. MacDougall, P.R.LA.S., in the 
Church of Scotland offices, Edinburgh. 
Mr. MacDougall said that he did not 
think our young designers were com- 
pletely au fait with modern tendencies 
and prices. He thought that architects 
should abandon this “ coffin tendency ” 
as far as the Church of Scotland was 
concerned. The Ist and 2nd designs are 
illustrated on pages 414-416. 


Narrow Frontage Houses 


The City of Birmingham Corpora- 
tion, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government is 
to erect a number of experimental 
houses aiming at a_ reduction in 
building costs and erection time. 
Three-bedroom houses with a front- 
age of 13ft 6in will be built on a 
site in Queens Street, Aston, and 
others with an 18ft frontage at Staple- 
hall Farm Estate, West Heath. The 
accommodation will be similar to the 
average 20ft frontage houses built by 
the Corporation. 


Housing Progress, February 


The number of permanent houses 
completed in February in Gt. Britain 
during the month of February was 
19,786, compared with 20,118 during 
the same period in 1953. The drop is 
attributed to bad building weather. 

New Presidents 

At the annual general meeting of 
the Society of Industrial Artists on 
March 27, Mr. Misha Black, O.B.E., 
was elected president of the Society 
for the coming year. 

At the annual general meeting of the 
Royal Society of British Sculptors 
held on March 23, Mr. Gilbert Led- 
ward, R.A., F.R.B.S., was elected 
president in place of Mr. William C. H. 
King, who retired after serving as 
president for five years. 


Jones, Robert Ashton and John Broad- 
bent, Associates R.I.B.A., with whom 
he has been associated in the past. The 
name of the firm will be Brandon- 
Jones, Ashton & Broadbent, and they 
will practise from 2 Redington Rd., 
Hampstead, N.W.3. Telephone Hamp- 
stead 4297. 


Mr. J. L. Pickering, L.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.LS.E., Architect to Bermondsey 
M.B.C, is retiring at the age of 54 on 
account of ill health, after 29 years 
service, He is to receive a lump sum of 
£1,140, and an annual allowance of 
£427. 


COMING EVENTS 


The Ecclesiological Society 

April 12 at 6.30 p.m. “ Architectural 
Impressions of Italy and France after 
60 Years,” by Arthur E. Henderson, 
F.S.A., R.B.A., F.R.L.B.A. (Ret.), at the 
Hall of the College of Preceptors, 2 
Bloomsbury Square, W.C.1. 
Royal Institute of British Architects 

April 13 at6 p.m. “The Planning 
of Lift Installations in Commercial 
Buildings,” by P. T. Fletcher, B.Sc 
(Eng.), M.I.Mech.E., at 66 Portland 
Place, W.1. 
London Master Builders’ Association 

April 14 at 2 p.m. General Meeting 
of Area 1. Annual visit of the Presi- 
dent, R. S. Williams, M.I.O.B 
Luncheon at 1 p.m. at Derry & Tom’s 
Restaurant, Kensington High Street, 
W.8. 
The Royal Institution of Chartered 

Surveyors 

April 14 at 6 pm. “A New Ap 
proach to Single Price-Rate Approxi- 
mate Estimating,” by W. 
F.R.LC.S., at 12 Great George Street, 
S.W.1. 


Library Group Meeting 


The next meeting of the R.I.B.A 
Library Group will take place on 
Monday, April 12, 1954, at 6 p.m. at 
the Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects, 66, Portland Place, W.1. 

The speaker at the meeting will be 
Mr. W. A. Eden, M.A., FS.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., who will talk about Marble 
Hill House, Twickenham, and Roger 
Morris. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Home Timber Inquiry 


The marketing problems of the home 
timber industry are to be investigated 
by a departmental committee set uj 
by the Minister of Agriculture and the 
Secretary of State for Scotland. Siu 
Thomas Dugdale announced that the 
committee’s terms of reference would 
be—“ With the object of promoting 
confidence and stability, and bearing in 
mind both the output from Forestry 
Commission woodlands and the need 
to develop markets, to consider 
measures might be taken within the 
home timber industry to improve the 
wrangements for marketing produce 
from privately owned woodlands.” Mz: 
Hugh Watson, Deputy Keeper of the 
Signet, had accepted the chairmanship 
of the committee, and the names of th 
other members will be announced 


April | 
Employment Prospects 


Mr. Osbourne asked the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government if h« 
was satisfied there would be no wide 
spread unemployment in the building 
industry when the council house build 
ing programme began to taper off; and 
if he would make a statement on th 
position. Mr. Marples, the Parlia 
mentary Secretary, referred him to the 
statement of Government policy made 
on December 1, during the 
reading debate on the Housing Repai: 
and Rents Bill, by the Minister of 
Works. In brief, the Government 
aimed at stabilizing the house-building 
programme at about 300,000 a year 
which is 50 per cent above the 195] 
level. In so far as this might release re- 
sources at present engaged on hous: 
building, there was substantial building 
required for productive industry and 
agriculture, for work on existing 
houses, and for the many social need 
so long. restricted; and_ all f 
these required additional resour 
Mar. 30 


what 


second 


Planning Appeals 

Mr. Irvine 
Housing and Local Government what 
measures he is taking to shorten th 
time taken for decisions in planning 


asked the Minister 


appeals. Mr. Marples explained that 
there had been a large increase in the 
number of appeals during the past 
twelve months and this had inevitably 
led to some delay. To meet this situa 
tion, the Minister had increased the 
number of inspectors, and had mad 
special arrangements in his Depart 
ment to help speed up the reaching of 
decisions. He was watching the posi 
tion carefully. (Mar. 30) 
Bankside Fumes Assurance 
Lord Derwent asked the Govern 
ment whether the discharge of fur 
from the Bankside power station wa 
having any injurious effect on St 
Paul’s Cathedral. Lord Mancroft 
Lord-in-Waiting, said that the power 
station was fitted with the most 
modern type of gas washing plant, and 


performance had been under con- 
tant observation since it began operat- 
ing last July. A high degree of 
efficiency had been maintained in the 
extraction of sulphur-dioxide from the 
flue gases. He was advised that there 
was no reason to think that the small 
umount that was passed into the 
atmosphere from the power station had 
any harmful effect on St. Paul’s 
Cathedral. If any evidence was 
advanced to the contrary the Govern- 
ment would be prepared to undertake 
the most immediate and searching 
nvestigations. He added that the 
power station emitted about 10 tons of 
month, compared with 
150 tons emitted by the old station 
which it was designed to replace. 
Mar. 30 


Decoration in Architecture 

A proposal that not less than one and 
1 half per cent of the cost of any build- 
ing constructed under the authority of 
the Minister of Works should be allo- 
artists for the purpose of 
decoration, “ whether by mural paint- 
ing, paintings, mosaics, sculpture, or 
other suitable medium,” was made in 
the House of Lords on March 31, dur- 
ing discussion of the National Gallery 
ind Tate Gallery Bill. 

Che suggestion was made by the Ear! 
Huntingdon, in the form of a pro- 
posed new clause, and as all artists 
might conceivably benefit if it were 
accepted, he declared a personal interest 
in it. His argument was that the pri- 
vate patrons of the last century had 
disappeared under the pressure of high 
taxation and limitation of income, and 
that their place should be taken by the 
big corporation, the local authority, and 
the Government. He commented that 
is the result of modern trends there 
had been a “wave” of rather bare 
architecture which called for decora- 
tion. Many architects did not realize 
what good decoration could do to im- 
a building. There had been a 
great deal of bad decoration, for which 
he thought the artist was to blame, 
because when called on to do a massive 
piece of outdoor decoration the artist 
was still thinking in terms of the oil 
painting on an easel. The artist had 
not got a grip on the architectural 
That was something which 
ould be developed, but there was little 
ypportunity for such development, and 

he urged that the Government 
hould give a lead to other big patrons. 

Another painter, Lord Methuen, 
upporting the proposal, agreed that 
painters had become so used to the 
easel that they forgot that the mural 
was the oldest form of decoration. 
There was plenty of scope for murals 
if only architects used a little imagina- 
tion to make use of artists and sculp- 
tors for this purpose. 

The Earl of Selkirk, Paymaster- 
General, speaking for the Government, 
uid the idea was not new, as a similar 
uggestion had been made by the 
R.I.B.A., although they were more 
modest and only wanted one-quarter 
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of one per cent. The Minister of Works 
was fully aware of the need that public 
buildings should be attractive im 
appearance, and that in large measure 
artists were dependent on the scope of 
the work which the Department pro- 
vided. On a number of buildings 
erected since the war—for example, 
the Ministry of Agriculture in White- 
hall Place, and the Whitehall Gardens 
building—work of this kind had been 
carried out, and his impression was 
that it was quite good. The new Colo- 
nial Office on the site of the old West- 
minster Hospital would also be adorned 
with sculpture and would have fine 
panelling fashioned from Colonial 
woods. It did not seem to be recog- 
nized by the Earl of Huntingdon that 
the architect was also an artist, and 
should be left free to decorate or not 
to decorate; and that applied also to 
the civil engineer, as was illustrated by 
Waterloo Bridge, which had little 
decoration and showed a high standard 
of engineering art. It was also difficult 
to distinguish sharply between the 
craftsman and the artist. Over the past 
three years the Ministry of Works had 
allocated £50,000 to the adornment of 
new buildings. 

The Earl of Huntingdon, having 
achieved his purpose of drawing atten- 
tion to the subject, acknowledged that 
it was not really appropriate to the Bill 
and withdrew his amendment. 


R.1.B.A. Maintenance Scholar- 
ships in Architecture 

The Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects offer for award in July, 1954, the 
following Maintenance Scholarships in 
Architecture, tenable from October 1, 
1954: 

The Howe Green 4th and Sth year 
Maintenance Scholarship of £40 to 
enable students who have passed the 
Intermediate stage to complete an 
approved course at a School of Archi- 
tecture recognized for exemption from 
the R.1.B.A. Final Examination. 

One R.1L.B.A. Houston Maintenance 
Scholarship of a maximum value of 
£125 per annum. It is available for any 
stage of training at a Recognized 
School of Architecture and is awarded 
in the first instance for one year. It is 
renewable from year to year. 

(The Houston Maintenance Scholar- 
ships are for the purpose of providing 
educational and maintenance allow- 
ances for the sons of architects and 
artists, who may be, or at the time of 
their death were, in impecunious cir- 
cumstances, whether such architects or 
artists be alive or dead.) 

The Hartley Hogarth Maintenance 
Scholarship to provide grants towards 
the fees for architectural study at a 
Recognized School of Architecture, is 
available to any student or students 
who produce satisfactory evidence of 
having been resident in the Borough of 
Keighley for a period of 10 years prior 
to October 1 of the year in which 
the application is made. Its value will 
be that of the fees of the School of 
Architecture selected. 

The Artists’ General Benevolent In- 
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stitution Maintenance Scholarship of a 
maximum of £125 per annum is avail- 
able in the first instance for one year 
and renewable for two further periods 
of one year each. 

(The Artists’ General Benevolent In- 
stitution Maintenance Scholarship is 
open to orphans or sons or daughters 
of an architect in private practice or an 
artist. Applications for this Scholarship 
must be made by June 1, 1954, to 
the Secretary to the Board of Architec- 
tural Education, R.1I.B.A., 66 Portland 
Place, London, W.1.) 

The Scholarships are intended to 
enable promising students, whose 
parents or guardians have not the 
necessary means, to attend approved 
courses at the Schools of Architecture 
recognized for exemption from the 
R.LB.A. examinations. Students 
already taking such a course are also 
eligible to apply for a Scholarship. The 
Scholarships are available only for 
students who are British subjects by 
birth or naturalization. 

The value of the Scholarship, up to 
the limits stated, will depend on the 
financial circumstances of the parents 
or guardians of the candidate. The 
parents or guardians will be required 
to furnish particulars on the proper 
form of their financial position. 

Applications for the Scholarships (in 
accordance with the regulations for 
applications) must be made to the 
Secretary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, R.1.B.A., 66 Portland Place, 
London, W.1. The closing date for the 
receipt of applications, duly completed, 
is June 29, 1954, except in the 
case of the Artists’ General Benevolent 
Institution Maintenance Scholarship, 
the closing date for which is June 1, 
1954. The awards will be announced 
towards the end of July, 1954. 

R.I.B.A. Intermediate 
“* ’ . . 
Final Examinations 

The Council of the R.I.B.A. have 
decided that as from July 1, 1954, 
candidates for the Intermediate and 
Final Examinations shall be required 
to have reached the minimum age of 
19 and 21 respectively by the first day 
of the examination at which they pre- 
sent themselves. 

This regulation supersedes the exist- 
ing regulation whereby candédates 
were required to have reached the 
appropriate minimum age limit by the 
closing date announced for the receipt 
of applications for admission to the 
particular examination at which they 
wished to present themselves. 


R.I.B.A. Final and Special Final 
Examinations : Relegated Candidates 

The Council of the R.I.B.A. have 
decided that as from January 1, 1955, 
candidates who do not pass in at least 
two of the following subjects of Part 2 

Bl (General Construction), B2 
(Theory of Structures), C (Hygiene and 
Specialized Requirements of Building) 
and D (Specifications and the Proper- 
ties and Uses of Building Materials) 
will be required to take those four 
subjects again at a subsequent sitting. 


and 


THI 
C 


The Allied Societies 
Tc the Editor of A. & B.N. 

Sir,—Your contributor’s article on 
the Allied Societies is timely. The Pro 
fession cannot hope to improve in 
status unless the individual members, 
old and young, are prepared to do more 
then pursue their activities in self-inter 
ested isolation. 

The belief that regular payment of 
subscriptions to the Institute and 
“leave it to them—we pay ” is pathetic 
For this reason my only disagreement 
with your article lies in the very first 
sentence (not Mr. Taylor’s, I note 
“What benefit would there be in 
joining your Society? ” Architects must 
begin to ask another question “ What 
benefit can I be to my Society?” We 
really must move in to give what we 
can. Modesty, and Architects are 
notoriously modest, must not become 
an excuse for inertia. 

Everyone from the Principal, Public 
or Private, harassed by ‘Industrial 
difficulties and frustrated by adminis 
trative details, to the Student, School 
or Office trained, harassed by rejected 
Testimonies and stifled by the rare air 
of the Academy, can contribute to a 
healthy Society. 

By turning up at meetings you 
have no idea how delighted even th« 
stars of the Profession are to see a 
reasonable audience, how rewarding 
your mere presence can be. By listen 
ing carefully, taking a few notes, and by 
screwing up your courage to express a 
thought. Chairmen of Allied Society 
meetings, please try to create a friendly 
atmosphere encouraging to discussion, 
but be firm with chatterers. By coming 
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New concrete church in Freiburg, Southern 


simply on the occasion of an expensive 
dinner attended by doyens and digni 
taries, sometimes boring, but at general 
meetings where a good speaker can 
help us to learn more about Archite 
ture. I am sure every President of an 
Allied Society would be delighted to 
hand over his chair to our distin 
guished President or Senior Vice-Presi 
dent of the Institute, and every Secre 
tary be glad to welcome that truly 
urbane ambassador “ Bill” Spragg 

It needn’t be often, it needn’t take uy 
too much time, though some thought 
and quite an amount of work would be 
involved, and until there is much mors 
evidence that we are giving all we can 
to our Allied Societies we can hardly 
expect to attract Portland Place out to 
the Provinces. 

The object is 
movable but our 
sistible 


not necessarily 
powers must 


im 
be irre 


I am, etc., 
GG. GRENFELI 


BAINES, 

President 

Preston, Blackburn & District Society 
of Architects 


British Architectural Guild 
To the Editor of A. & B. N 


Sir,—Up to now we have refrained 
from replying to any of the comment 
made in the Press on the subject of th 
British Architectural Guild until th 
R.I.B.A. has had an opportunity 
press 1tS8 views 

Nevertheless, in the course of th 

ritical observations made by Abner in 
your latest issue there is one point 
which in fairness demands elucidatior 
Abner refers to the fact that the Rule 


Germany, which was opened on March 22. 


of the Guild as at present constituted 
provide that the Council of the body 
hall consist of one-third members of 
he Incorporated Association of Archi- 
and Surveyors and one-third 
members of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. 
The reason for this provision, how- 
er, was not a desire to give equality 
to the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors but to ensure 
that the two professional bodies posses- 
ing corporate and non-corporate mem- 
bers were indirectly represented in the 
management of a new body which 
otherwise be severed entirely 
from the steadying influence of existing 
rganizations 
In fact, the proportions are not as 
indemocratic as Abner implies. In the 
first place a very large number 
f LA.A.S. architect members are 
nembers also of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects and of the one- 
third seats allocated to members of the 
I.A.A.S. it is possible that all their 
xcupants might be members also of 
the Royal Institute. Secondly, the re- 
maining one-third not specifically pro- 
led for would undoubtedly consist in 
main of members of the Royal In- 
itute and thus there would inevitably 
1 considerable majority of R.I.B.A. 
nbers on the Council of the Guild. 
In any case, this Rule, and indeed all 
Rules as at present formulated, can 
ery simply amended by Resolution 
d by a two-thirds majority in 


I ts 


night 


in il 
I am, etc., 
RONALD ISTED, 
Secretary, 


Che British Architectural Guild. 
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The A.B.T. and Architects 


The following statement has been received 
from the Association of Building Technicians 


In June, 1952, the Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee of the 
R.I.B.A. appointed a Sub-Committee 
“to consider and advise on measures 
that might be taken to provide effective 
representation of salaried architects and 
architectural assistants in all negotia- 
tion affecting their conditions of ser- 
vice and salaries.” Representatives of 
the Association met the Sub-Commit- 
tee and a full discussion took place. 
The Association’s representatives out- 
lined the present position as regards 
representation in negotiations, ex- 
amined the various types of organiza- 
tion which are, or could become, avail- 
able to salaried architects and stated 
why, in their opinion, only the A.B.T. 
provides the basis for a_ successful 
solution to the problem within a 
measurable distance of time. The 
Association’s representatives also 
stressed that the A.B.T. would be 
pleased to give careful consideration to 
any proposals the R.I.B.A. might care 
to put forward in order to make the 
A.B.T. more effective on behalf of 
salaried architects and architectural 
assistants. 

The A.B.T., therefore, has made 
known its views to the Royal Institute, 
and we also have our official representa- 
tive on the Council. 

Anticipating the possibility of further 
consultation at some point with the 
R.LB.A. the Executive Committee 
sought powers from the General Coun- 
cil at its meeting in November, 1953, 
“to consider revisions to the constitu- 
uon of the A.B.T., to enter into dis- 
cussion with the R.I.B.A. and other 
bodies, and if necessary to call a special 
General Meeting to consider changes of 
rules” and these powers were given. 

Arising from that decision members 
have questioned what action is pro- 
posed by the Executive Committee. 

In the view of the Executive Com- 
mittee no useful action can be taken by 
the A.B.T. until the R.I.B.A. has com- 
pleted its inquiries. If far-reaching re- 
organization was undertaken by the 
Association at this stage, it might well 
be found that the steps taken were not 
at all conducive to a solution of the 
problem in collaboration with the 
R.I.B.A., had only weakened the A.B.T. 
and further confused the situation, 

It will be obvious that the position is 
omplex and that is why the Associa- 
tion deplores the ill-advised formation 
of yet another organization—the British 
Architectural Guild—and we fully sup- 
port the views expressed by the 
R.I.B.A. on this question. 

Members can be assured that 
Executive Committee will keep this 
matter constantly under review. The 
A.B.T. has always been a flexible organ- 
ization and we are prepared to con- 
sider any proposals which might might 
be made by other organizations or our 
own members in order to make the 
Association more effective on behalf of 
its members. 


the 
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N apartment in 860 or 880 Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, The glass is not transparent t 
Mies Van der Rohe’s two steel and glass towers on reflecting, with a deep bluish « 
the edge of Lake Michigan, is an enviable spot for a num- black steel and aluminiu: 
ber of reasons. It is in the heart of the city, within walking fe 
distance of the Loop and the fashionable shopping district 
around Michigan Avenue—although few people would con- 
sider the idea of walking—and it is in an area which has 
considerable social prestige, the so-called “Gold Coast” of 
Chicago. From the glass walls of 50 per cent of all living 
rooms the lake fills the entire view, an effect which is hard 
to imagine, The lake presents a spectacle which changes as 
constantly as the sea, also, the lakeside is almost the only 
cool place in Chicago during the heat of summer and so 
in addition to this visual aspect there is the very real advan- 
tage that residents returning home from the office can take 
a quiet swim before dinner in the hot weather. At week- 
ends the whole length of the lakeside in front of the city 
is as colourful as Miami with bright costumes and the 
fashionable props of outdoor living and dining. Mies’ 
buildings are part of this environment, an exciting mixture 
of lake and city, and offer opportunities for living in direct 
contact with it that have nothing to do with esthetics, 

To obtain an all-glass building Mies has imposed a cer- 

. tain discipline on the plan, although he claims that in 
the process nothing has been imposed on the occupants. 
As far as the plan is concerned, living and bedrooms occupy 
all outer wall faces, storage, bathrooms and kitchens being 
always withdrawn. behind these—stairs, elevators and lobbies, 
more behind still. With the possible exception of the 
kitchen, the housewife’s work area, which recent develop- 
ment in Europe and America links much more freely with 
the social area of the home, this arrangement probably suits 
most people quite well. Mies uses the same kind of method 
of arriving at all-glass buildings on the ITI Campus. BRC te aueenunded by 2 
plan requirement of one of these, for example, includes the Elowever. the Carsot 
provision of a lecture theatre and many classrooms, By building. The differen 
wrapping the classrooms, which need glass areas, all around represents clearly 
the theatre, which does not, four glass fagades are produced. = gig. 
The question of orientation then arises, and this has been This 
a subject of controversy in most of Mies’ Chicago buildings. 

It must not be forgotten that for long periods during 
typical summer conditions in Chicago it is unbearably hot 
inside and outside buildings, behind glass or not, Only 
air-conditioning can give any sort of relief and many people 
have installed this in 860 and 880. There is a tendency 
here to feel that when so much discomfort results from the 
summer sun, it is better to try to avoid it altogether—a 
directly opposite view from that put forward for so many 
years by Le Corbusier and his followers. 

To ignore the sun because of unpleasantness in summer 
and autumn forfeits all the pleasure it can give in winter 
and spring—a period when its infra-red and ultra-violet 
rays are most effective, and it seems to me that it should 
be part of the equipment of a building to balance this 
situation so that maximum advantage can be taken at all 
times. 

During the worst heat Mies’ towers cannot have been 
more unbearable than the more traditional type of dwelling = projects now under construction in 
I lived in, and at other times they have many advantages. and Housing, the Michael Reese 
The problem waits for a solution to the former which does with which Walter Gropius 
not sacrifice the latter, 
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is an interesting 
the practical demonstrati 
a skeleton structure with 


The IIT Campus and Student 
now being developed under Mic 
housing had been a separate featuré 
pleted so far suffer from their environm 
as 860 Lake Shore Drive gains. T1 
of an area that has deteriorated very 
South Side—a wasteland of over 
occupied mostly by coloured people 
class residential area, it has lost eve 
position. Near to the Loop, it 
lake, although separated from it 
way, beyond which is the I 
ambitious effort to reclaim t 
neighbourhood is being made 
ment planning authorities and 


conne 


: : : - ing housing—and several multi-st 
Interiors of apartments I have seen were furnished in a | ake Meadows. the largest of thes 
simple contemporary manner but a glance at the buildings = [nsurance Company project, designed 
from Lake Shore Drive shows that most people have sur- of Skidmore, Owings and Me 
rounded themselves with a great variety of decorative effects, 
not in the least simple, which the structure has left them 

free to do, The exterior remains unaffected by this. 
Viewing the. exteriors of these towers is a very strange the constructed parts of the 
experience which is also very exciting. This is because of stage of redevelopment, u 
an optical illusion which occurs as a result of the black jr js not advisable for white 
painted I-beams spaced at regular intervals. The illusion  pight. The conflict between 
is that one side of each tower is solid black steel and the diate needs must have bee: 
other solid glass. With a change of viewpoint this effect and it is not surprising t 
can be completely reversed. This self-changing effect on was an attempt to create 
the scale that it is here applied (the long side of each block h 
is 270ft high and 100ft wide) has to be seen to be believed. a new environment 
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Photo Chicago Aerial Survey Co 
An aerial view of Chicago looking north from the Loop. 860 Lake Shore Drive is just out of the picture in the right 


foreground. Yacht harbours and parks run along the length of the city for approximately 20 miles—half of which Is 
shown here. 


mission could not be obtained to | rough street is windowless, with a steeply stepped floor. Seats of 
which divided the site The now ts. plywood moulded into complex curves make a cumulative 
between the scattered buildings comes fron ntellectual oor additive pattern against a curved rear wall, and this is 
discipline with which the skeleton su ur 1ave been utilized in a very interesting way to exert the maximum 
organized There is nothing trary or d itive about influence: (1) within the theatre, as a concave surface; 
the patterns of black steel and buff br 2) in an entrance hall behind it, convex; and (3) in the 
The cause can be discovered in the widt f an over area formed by trees, a lawn, and other buildings outside 
head gantry or the height of an f rather than on the Campus. The last step occurs because one side 
in any conscious striving for Mondrian-like effect But of the entrance hall is unobstructed glass. The curved 
this is not to say that, within the them- wall is panelled and at night can be seen far across the 
in the Campus, glowing with the pleasant colour that natural wood 

iz build there is has under strong electric light. 


selves, there is nothing contrived. | 
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General view from Lake Michigan. 


G60 LAKE SHORE 


ARCHITECT: 


Associate Architects: 


860 Lake Shore Drive is Mies van der Rohe’s most 
important building to date. It stands on a superb site 
overlooking Lake Michigan in a good residential district 
a short distance from “ The Loop,” Chicago’s business 
centre. The building consists of two separate identical 
rectangular towers, placed at right angles to each other, 
both 26 storeys high. Both tower blocks have their own 
entrance lobby, etc., and the two are connected by a 
covered way. Beneath the building is garage space for 
116 cars, while the first floors are devoted to communal 
laundries, deep freeze, and other service rooms. Above 
this level, each floor contains identical flats, 34 room 
apartments in the North Block and 6 room apartments 
in the South Block. — : 

Externally the buildings are faced entirely with glass 
from floor to ceiling, the glazing to the service floor being 
lightly etched to give a measure of obscuration. The 
fagade of the building is divided up with applied steel 
mullions of H section forming a regular grid over the 
surface of the building ; the whole of the steel being 
painted matt black with a special bituminous paint orig- 
inally made for the U.S. Navy. Windows are aluminium, 
the bottom unit being hopper hung and the large upper 
unit pivot hung. Since the building was erected roller 
blinds have been fitted to reduce summer heat gains, 
grey outer curtains are fitted as part of the furnishings 
to all flats, and an inner curtain rail is provided for the 
tenant’s own curtains. 
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The structure consists of a steel frame erected in 
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blocks and can be inserted in the 
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American unit which projects 
building. 
lifts which serve all floors including the 
area. 
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The project was financed on a co-operat 
tenant making an inclusive payment a 
apartment, 56,500 for the small flats and 
larger ones. A monthly 
small flats and 5210 for 
tenant to cover maintenance 
mortgage interest, the latter being held 
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years until it is almost halved. Apartments can be sold 


at any time subject to the agreement of a controlling board, 
and the popularity of the apartments can be judged by 


the fact that only a year after they were occupied, flats 
were changing hands at nearly twice the original purchase 
price 

Che total construction costof the scheme was 54,404,000, 
which included difficult foundations and the curtains 
provided by the sponsors; this works out at 510.38 
or about 75s) per square foot, this figure according to 
Mies being 5-10 per cent below conventional flat costs 
in Chicago 

No written description of 860 Lake Shore Drive can 
do it justice, and even the best photographs fail to give an 
adequate impression of the monumental character and 
simple dignity of these two blocks ; they must be seen 


to be appreciated. In spite of the apparent simplicity of 


the structure a tremendous amount of careful detailing 
has gone into every part of the building, nothing has been 
left to chance as this week’s A. & B.N. detail sheet shows. 
Considerable attention has been given to weathering, 
and in spite of the exposed position of the site and the 
considerable temperature changes experienced in Chicago, 
the buildings bear no signs of deterioration or structural 
failure of any description 
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Inside view of mullions in position, also showing pre- 
fabricated floor panels before concreting. 


Detail of steelwork, mullion unit being fixed in position. 
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reveal any sign 
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Many of Mies van der Roh«e 


Entrance to underground garage at rear of south block. 


in the 1920s were in the form of glass towers, which as 
drawings or models looked most impressive ; now that 
his early dreams have been realized in Chicago they are 
even more impressive than those early sketches, and make 
a great deal of so-called “ modern ”’ architecture look both 
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FOUR FLATS TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN SOUTH BUILDING 





Typical flat interior—overlooking the city 
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T happens to be my job to design the structure of build- 

ings under the guidance of various architects. A very 

interesting job, if one happens to be interested both in 
structure and in architecture. 

Now if an engineer is put to design a structure which has 
to satisfy certain conditions, he knows exactly what to aim 
for, namely, to find the most economical solution to the 
problem. Not so, if he is collaborating with an architect, or 
receiving instructions from an architect. In that case the 
right structural solution is only part of a wider problem, the 
right architectural solution. The two are completely mixed 
up. Economy is still an aim, but not the only one. The 
effect on the architecture must also be considered, and here 
the architect has the last word. 

This means that there is a kind of dual control exercised 
in the design of what I might term an “architectural” 
structure. The engineer designs, but the architect decides 
what he is to aim for. 

The architectural guidance varies from case to case, both 
in intensity, quality and kind. This is only natural, for 
architects have different personalities and have different 
views on architecture. At one end of the scale, some archi- 
tects know exactly what they want, and they exercise strict 
control to get it. They may even require the structure to 
suffer the most unnatural contortions in order to produce 
the desired architectural effect. At the other end of the 
scale there may be architects who do not think that the 
structure should be interfered with at all. They take what 
the engineer gives them, and make the best of it. 

The engineer need, of course, not concern himself very 
much with all this, he need only find out what is wanted, 
perhaps argue a bit, and get on with the job. Experience 
will soon teach him what the architect is after and, knowng 
the possibilities, he will be able to make sensible suggestions. 
But the fact that there are a number of incompatible “ ide- 
ologies ”—or bits of them—floating about amongst architects 
can be somewhat puzzling for the engineer, and it is only 
natural that he should try to find out what is behind all this. 

Anybody who talks about “structural honesty,” the 
“truthful expression of structure” and such, is obvously of 
the opinion that it is a good thing, a thing to be admired 
and aimed at, whatever the exact meaning of the term. I 
think it may be a good thing, if understood rightly. On the 
other hand, it may very well be understood wrongly, and 
just be a lot of nonsense. 

I am not primarily interested in the meaning and validity 
of this particular term, but I am interested in the wider 
question of finding a criterion by which to judge the “ good- 
ness,” “rightness,” “excellence” or “merit” of an archi- 
tectural structure—and therefore any structure; in other 
words in what to strive for, when designing a structure. And 
I want to look at the question, not exclusively from an 
engineer’s or architect’s point of view, but from the point of 
view of that ideal person, the architect, engineer, builder, 
the person who is an architect and also knows all there is 
to know about building science and practice. For the dual 
control, which I spoke about, is of course an unfortunate 
thing made necessary by growing specialization, and should 
not reflect any difference of aim. The aim is, simply, to 
create good architecture. 

We will, therefore, have to start with a definition of good 
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of a building which holds the whole thing together, which 
transfers all loads and forces down to ground and ensures 
stability. It is an essential part, but only a means to an 
end. The structural design indicates the method of build- 
ing, what practical steps we must take to get our building. 
Naturally, we don’t want to be put to more bother and 
expense than necessary, and it is the engineer’s job to see to 
that. Engineering means indicating practical and economi- 
cal ways of building, and progress in engineering means that 
we can now do reasonably economically what before was 
very expensive or next to impossible. The engineer is sup- 
posed to be the man who can do for one pound what any 
fool can do for two 

This used to be the Architect’s job, too, before there were 
any engineers, and it really still is. He is just using the 
engineer to help him with it. There is a danger in this, 
and this danger increases, when the architect cannot even 
take out his own quantities to make cost comparisons be- 
tween different sketch schemes. Good building is still 
practical building, and practical building requires that the 
economic facts of life are considered when the scheme is 
first conceived. If the Architect cannot himself use a slide 
rule, and if he cannot make a quantitive cost analysis of 
alternative planning solution, he is in danger of losing touch 
with the foundation of practical facts, on which alone his 
Art can flourish. 

Early collaboration between Architect and Engineer is 
i great help, but it must be early, because the most effective 
step in economy is taken in the early planning stage. 

Anyhow, the most obvious and direct contribution which 
the structural design has to make towards good Building 
is to indicate a practical and economical method of building. 
But there are also the other points on my list to consider 
and they are all concerned with the impact of the Structural 
design on “ Excess Commodity” and “ Delight,” and their 
consideration invariably tends to put the cost up. We are 
then faced with the fundamental conflict between what we 
would like to have, and what we can afford; a conflict, which 
can to some extent be resolved by good design, but which 
generally leaves a painful policy decision which has to be 
made by the architect on behalf of the client. 


(2) Structure as Obstruction 


The structural members naturally occupy space and are 
apt to get in the way. Especially columns are often looked 
on with disgust by the Architect, where they are most needed 
structurally. Of course they can be taken away, but it costs 
money, sometimes a lot of money. Is it really necessary to 
dispense with them, can the client afford it? Or can we 
think of a different and better arrangement which can satisfy 
both architect and engineer? These are the questions 
which always recur. Columns and beams protruding into 
the rooms, unsightly roof trusses, how can they be “ ironed 
out”? How can we get the maximum flexibility which 
clients and architects are always hankering after, but which 
they seldom are prepared to pay for ? 

The answer is as usual: good design and compromise 
In this field engineering progress has of course made an 
enormous difference.. Architecture is gradually being freed 
more and more from structural fetters. But we still have 
to have some structure somewhere 


(3) Structure as Part of Artistic Content 


If we can’t conceal the structural members altogether 
which may in many cases be the most desirable solution 
then they must of necessity form part of the architectural 
pattern, and be subjected to esthetic discipline, just as win 
dows, walls, staircases, chimneys and the rest. The struc 
tural members may even be the dominant feature in this 
pattern. 

If we look at a building purely from an esthetic point of 
view, as a piece of sculpture or a series of delightful views, 
then it is most unlikely that our aesthetic requirements will 
oincide with the most economical solution. Columns, 
beams and arches, when viewed as subject matter for artistic 

reation, may have to be modified in shape and size and 
general arrangement away from what is dictated by struc- 
tural or economic considerations. Especially joints are 
difficult; gusset plates, rivets, haunches, brackets, splayed 
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corners—it costs money to make them neat. Again, it is a 
struggle between Delight and Cost, and a good solution 
would be one where the desired effect was obtained without 
too much structural contortion and economic sacrifice. But 
if the effect obtained is sufficiently good, both may be justi- 
fied. In the formula, it is perfectly leyitimate to increase 
the denominator, if the numerator is increased in proportion, 
or more. 

(4) Structure Felt as Structure 

Up till now the going has been fairly easy because, 
whereas I have treated Architectural Delight with great 
deference, I have made no attempt to define it. I have 
assumed it was of the same nature as the Delight we meet 
in Sculpture and Painting, on which I should certainly not 
dream of expressing an opinion, at least not from this 
exposed position. 

It is true, however, that each Art form follows its own 
laws, and that Architecture may have to be judged differ- 
ently from other visual Arts. I am not thinking of the 
“Commodity” part of it—that has to be worked in, of 
course—but of whether Architectural Delight is something 
different from sculptural or pictorial Delight—which I am 
sure it is—and whether this difference includes a necessity 
of seeing or feeling the building as a structure resisting the 
force of gravity and other forces, and giving an impression 
of balance, strength, poise or what not. Must one under- 
stand how a building acts structually to be able to appre- 
ciate Architecture? 

Architecture is, of course, different from other visual Arts, 
because for one thing you can move into it, you are affected 
psychologically—and very strongly, I should say—by pro- 
portions of spacial enclosures and sequences, perhaps by 
instinctive sensations of weight or uplift, by effects of light 
and shade and textures, by a sense of organization and 
control of space. But if it were found, for instance, that 
“structure must be truthfully expressed,” it would affect 
my attempt to find out what is expected of an architectural 
structure, and it would make things very difficult. 

If the feeling for structure as structure plays any role in 
architectural criticism, we have to ask ourselves who is 
having this feeling Is it a layman, or is it a structural 
expert? 

The layman—and sometimes even the Architect—has not 
much understanding of how the structure really acts. He 
only goes by appearances, and may not know the difference 
between the supporting and the supported parts of a build- 
ing. His understanding, such as it is, is based on feeling. 
If he is sensitive, the proportions and relations of the masses 
may give him a sensation of balance or poise which will give 
him esthetic pleasure. 

A new and daring construction may of course give him 
a feeling of structural insecurity. That is a kind of structural 
criticism, but that kind of shock is lost by repetition, and 
would seem an insecure basis for architectural criticism. 
There can obviously be no question of stopping the advance 
in structural technique for fear of evoking apprehension in 
the onlooker. He will get used to it. In some cases an 
effect of shock and surprise may be deliberately intended 
as part of the architectural effect—but this kind of thing will 
wear off in time. 

If we go to the expert, on the other hand, he certainly 
can obtain a great pleasure from the contemplation of an 
elegant, ingenious or novel structure. He can understand 
its finer points, the economy of means employed. It is the 
craftsman’s pleasure in a job well done. 

The opinion of the technical expert is of course impor- 
tant. But it is mot architectural criticism. We cannot 
demand of the architectural critic that he should be an 
expert on structure as well. Structural “ rightness” as such 
contributes to architectural quality through its beneficial 
effect on costs, its consonance with the architectural plan 
and its contribution to the esthetic pattern; Cost, Com- 
modity and Delight. The two first are matters of fact, and 
can be understood intellectually, the last is a matter of 
appearance, and can only be felt. None of them demands 
the “truthful expression of structure” as a necessary con- 
dition, although it may in certain circumstances and with 
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minor modifications be a 
economy and Delight 

No, the demand for “ structural honesty” does not com: 
from the layman or the structural expert. It comes from a 
certain school of architects. It is a piece of ideology, an 
aftermath of functionalism, and there can be a certain 
amount of sense in it. But before we consider this bit of 
sense, let us see whether we can find it what the term 
could possibly mean 

What is the “right” structural shape 

As far as I can see, it could mean two t 
to what I would call the 

(1) Organic structure, or to the (2) | 

The “organic” structure is 
materials, the “ economic” 
of production. The two 
don’t. 

In an organic structure, the material would be dispo 
in the most advantageous way to resist the forces 
it. In nature we often find shapes, like the 
leaf, for instance, which seem to follow this principle. Hen 
the name “organic.” But although the structure of 
cabbage leaf may be economic in the use of materia 
would certainly not be economic to imitate it in modern 
structural materials. 

Each material made or fashioned by man, or rather 
man-made machinery, has its own characte 
shape, and this is generally not an shape. Take a 
steel joist, for instance. The shape is designed to resist ths 
maximum bending moment in the middle of the span. But 
it is not the right shape for the ends of 
the bending moment is reduced and the ar for 
The organic shape would be one which changed 
the time, and it would be an esthetically attractive 
But it could not be economically produced. Th 
belly” cast iron beams had a shape which appr 
structural or organic ideal, but they were super 
modern mass production methods That is th 
throughout. 

Reinforced concrete is the 
lends itself to the creation of organi napes, espe 
when it is cast in situ, and that is no doubt the r 
why it is so beloved by some modern ar 
of its drawbacks in respe And in 
scale structures, such as bridges, dams, large span 
and some industrial structures, the “ organic” 
be the economically correct 
portant to save material and reduce t 
the structure. But in the ordinary buil 
formwork tends to predominate over 
from an economic point of view 

Moreover, the “ organic” 
particular set of forces. If the wind, 
direction, or the maximum load occurs in * next 
the shape should really be different to be effective 
“right” shape is therefore one whicl 
organic shapes appropriate to the 
this is not likely to be nearly so 

In pre-stressed concrete and 
crete the shapes of the members 
production technique than by the 
which the members aré 
duction imposes its own mechanical 

There are also cases where structural 
into conflict with practical 
commodity. Take the 
frame ” construction. 
outside ? Some architects think 
turally honest thing to do, and it m 
delight—according to how it is done 
tical thing to do is to let the weather-proofing 
insulating skin cover the whole of the 
the structure. The other may lead to 
bad practice. It may even 
additions to indicate the structure within 
the saying goes—but what happens to 
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use of those “ organic” structural forms so much in favour 
with the advocates of what might be termed “ structur- 
esque” architecture. If, on the other hand, it means the 


latter, then it may have very little to di 
or economic necessity, but is, in fact, a 
legitimate means of creating architect 
would explain and justify the use of “organic” structural 
shapes which cannot be justified economically in this par- 
ticular context or on this particular scak But then it 
would seem that the so-called “honesty” really turns out 
to be dishonesty, not on the part of the structure, which 
is not capable of such complex behaviour, but on the part 
of the architect, who deceives himself and others by giving 
the wrong reasons for what he is doing 


with structural 
possibly perfectly 
delight. That 





For it is, of course, true that honesty cannot be found 
in structures, but in architects and engineers And 
honesty, to my mind, consists in knowing yourself what 
you are doing, and being open about it. It is perfectly 
honest to use the structure to create architectural unity, 
strength, interest, or what you will; or use interesting 
structural shapes to achieve poise, crispness or “economy 
of means” in the esthetic sense; and it equally honest 


to try to keep the structure out of the way and out of 
mind altogether—provided you make no bones 
and do not pretend to do for economic or 


the 
about it 
* structural ” 





reasons what you really do for economi 1sons 

Having said all this, I will relent a little and admit 
that there may be a case for “structural honesty” after 
all—although it would not necessarily coincide with the 
truthful expression of structure Phere something very 


attractive about honesty, and one cannot 
vent people from using the 
which they happen to like 

define it. But honesty—on the part who 
imparts this quality to his work—fig speaking 
could mean an honest endeavour own to funda- 
mentals, to be direct, forthright, simple in conception, 
straightforward, to eschew anything fus omplicated and 


legitimately pre- 
term to indicate something 
But it would be difficult to 

ft designer 
uratively 


t ome d 


tortuous—and, having arrived at the solution which has 

the quality of being obvious, then to marry it to the archi- 

tectural statement to produce a harmonic whole which needs 

no concealment to improve it 

(5) Structural Patterns as Aesthetic Inspiration 
The fifth point I want to consider is the impact of 


new structural forms and techniques on esthetic sensibility. 
Do they in themselves create new architecture? 

It is obvious that modern buildings look different from 
those built 50 years ago. It is equally ob that this 
different look has been achieved by using techniques which 
were not available then. 

But this does not mean that these technique 
the new architecture Such techniques do 
architecture in the true sense 
assimilated by the architect and subj 


vious 


have created 
not become 
before they have been 
ted to architectural 


ontrol. Architecture results from building technique plus 
artistic or wsthetic direction, and it is the latter which is 
the important factor when we consider architecture as 
in art 


What has happened in the last decade is therefore not so 
much that we have been forced by new techniques to change 
our architecture, but that we have changed our ideas about 
what kind of architecture we want to pr We build 
modern buildings because we want to, not because we must 
And we want to, because the esthetic sensibility of our time 
has changed. The artistic climate has changed 

When Corbusier created his first modern 
was not as a result of technical necessity 
buildings were probably not so very good 
rate expensive and difficult to maintain in 
But his artistic vision demanded the free 
ind the rest 

But perhaps I am flogging a dead horse. If anybody 
doubts that artistic intention counts for more than building 
techniques in forming the new architecture, it should be 
sufficient to point to the difference between the Unilever 
Building in New York and the new official buildings in 
Moscow 


duce 


buildings, it 
Technically, the 
they were at any 
good condition. 
plan, the piloti 
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When this is said, it can be admitted that new technical 
developments have a share in creating the new esthetic 
sensibility. The worlds opened to us by micro-photography, 
aerial photography and many other technical and scientific 
developments have enlarged enormously the reservoir of 
images from which artists draw their inspiration. And the 
feats achieved by engineers with the aid of new materials, 
the new bridges, long span roofs, light, spidery yet strong 
structures—these have fired the imagination of architects and 
have taught them to see new beauty in forms and patterns 


.derived from the natural exploitation of the properties of 


new materials. 


(6) Structural Techniques as Danger to Art 

Advance in technique may thus be a source of inspiration 
to the Architect. But it also represents a serious menace to 
architecture, and this is my last point, 

Advance in technique is governed by economic forces, and 
the two combined drive us relentlessly towards mass-pro- 
duction and standardization, It also prompts us to build 
on a scale which is out of proportion to the human scale, 
to the individual and his human values. Therein lies a great 


danger to architecture, which can only thrive where there 


is a freedom of choice, and where human values are 
respected, are, in fact, put first. 
We can’t stop this development. The social or moral 


atmosphere of our time urges us to extend the “ good life” 
or at least the freedom from want, to the whole of the human 
race, and that can only be done by utilizing all advances in 
technique and production. But we can—or we sheuld- 
insist On certain esthetic and human standards as well as the 
standards of efficiency. There is nothing so ludicrous as 
efficiency gone mad, when the essential aim is forgotten, 

To sum up: We have found that in judging the excel- 
lence or efficiency of an “architectural” structure we need 
only ask ourselves two questions : 

(1) Is it an economical way of providing the necessary 
stability ? 

(2) Does the shape, detailing and disposition of the 
structural members fit in well with the architectural plan 
and help the architect to create “ delight.” 

These two objects are, of course, often fighting each other. 
How much weight should be given to each depends on many 
things, mainly on the type of building we are dealing with 
But if we want as far as possible to reconcile the two aims, 
that is to provide delight without involving the client in too 
much extra cost, it is necessary to spend a good deal of 
thought and work on two different kinds of “ integration” : 

(1) An integration of the architectural and structural 
idea, achieved by close collaboration between architect 
and engineer, and 

(2) An integration of the structural idea and the method 
of construction, achieved by pooling the knowledge of 
structural design with the knowledge of the economics of 
contracting and manufacturing processes. This can best 
be achieved by an early collaboration in the design stage 
with a nominated contractor. 

Much has been said about the first kind of collaboration, 
for instance by myself, and time does not permit me to add 
more to it here. But I should like shortly to point out that 
we are rapidly moving into a situation where collaboration 
between engineers and contractors will become increasingly 
important. 

I have always maintained that this kind of collaboration, 
or at least the pooling of the two kinds of knowledge, was 
essential for the successful design of large engineering struc- 
tures such as marine structures, tunnels, bridges, etc. It was 
of much less, or perhaps even of hardly any, importance in 
the design of buildings constructed in the orthodox manner 
which had prevailed for centuries simply because the archi- 
tect knew all there was to know about building. But this 
situation is changing. So many new techniques have been 
developed, many of them based on mass production in one 
form or another, that the architect and even the engineer 
are unable correctly to assess the economic implications. 
And many of these techniques require elaborate plant, long 
preparation and may involve proprietary rights—thereby 
throwing the normal way of organizing contracts out of gear. 
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THE BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL 


Legal 


GUILD 


Some Notes on the 


ispects of a Trade Union 


T HE formation of the British Arch 
tectural Guild presents to em 
ployed architects an opportunity 
joining a Trade Union which, to n 
of them, would constitute a 
advemture Of course, architect 
are employed by Local Authorities may 
already have had experience of m« 
bership of the National Association 
Local Government Officer Phe 
mation of a Union for the purps 
improving the conditions of employ 
architects will arouse interest in 
minds of all those who are qualified { 
membership, particularly in view 
the necessary inadequacy for this pul 
pose of the existing institutions rt 
fact that the new Guild is a Trad 
Union may, however, cause some hx 
tation, if only on the grounds that 
trade union membership might appeal! 
superficially to conflict with profes 
sional status. It is the purpose of 
article to explore the implication 
trade union status in connection with 
the Guild 

It hould » said at once that 


Trade Union for members of 
profession 1s not a new departure 
N.A.L.G.O. includes in its membershiy 
a number of Local Government 
Officers who belong to professional 
The British Medical Associa 


tion discharges some of the function 


bodies 


a union for doctors who are member 
of the Health Service There 
Musicians’ Union, and many sch 
teachers belong to Unions which 
organized for their profession 
adoption by non-manual worke! 


trade union methods is a recognitx 
| 
l 


the value of organized activity 
field of wage fixing, and securing 
erally better working 
the regulation of 
yyment 18s not the 
ion There is also, for 
vision of legal aid and 
promotuon of the techni 
ducation of member! 
yuld not be supp< 
ol a name in which 
does not appear 
the tatus of the 
no magic in the nam 
of the rules (which 
the A. & B.N 
provides that 
tered a i a 
definition of 
that it should 
objects “ the 
between worl 


or the imp 


nditions on the conduct of any 
business, and also the provision 
nefits to members.” The Courts 
ilways interpreted the terms 
nen” and “masters” widely to 
type of employment. It is 

of the Union and not its 

hip which is important. A 

to Rule 3 of the rules of the 

1 will make it immediately appar- 
it the requirements of the defini- 
ire complied with. So far as 
ification is possible, it may be said 
the Guild is a Craft Union, the dis- 
ing features of which are that 
raws its membership from one 
lar occupation whose mem- 
may be employed in a number of 
rent kinds of service whether in 


junction with members of other 


pations or not. Historically, 
Unions were the earliest to 
in effective status for them- 
though nowadays most of the 
r unions either draw their mem- 
all from one industry or throw 


doors open generally to employed 


ons regardless of their occupation. 
ther the fact that the Guild is a 
ift Union nor the fact that its mem- 


ip is professional makes any dif- 
e to its legal status. The only 


-ralization which it is possible to 


is that unions formed of non- 
ial workers tend to be those which 
iin outside the scope of the T.U.C. 


Rights and Obligations 


analyse the rights and obligations 
mbers of the Guild it is there- 
necessary to look at the rules and 
ilarly Rule 3 which contains the 
Ihe Courts have regarded 
of a Trade Union as hav- 

the same effect as the objects 

the Articles of Association of 
The union must not ex- 

owers given to it by its 
does, the Courts will, in 
umstances, interfere. Sec- 
1¢ Trade Union Act, 1871, 
direct enforcement by the 
rules of a union. Never- 
Courts have granted in- 
restrain officers from 

ng the funds of the union con- 
the rules. Again, where a 
threatened with expulsion 
than in accordance with the 
Courts will interfere; but no 
in be recovered by the mem- 
rules thus have great impor- 

nd should be carefully studied. 
ph 3 (i) deals with the control 


of relations between members and their 
employers. Such control implies some- 
thing more than mere bargaining or 
submission to arbitration. It involves 
the right to take action to prevent the 
employment of non-members (some- 
times referred to as the “ closed shop ”), 
and to conduct disputes between mem- 
bers and their employers and, if neces- 
sary, to enforce control by striking. 
The use which is made of the powers 
contained in this sub-paragraph de- 
pends on the policy of the Council. 
It must be assumed that they would 
be exercised reasonably and _ with 
the restraint proper to the case. There 
is no direct use of the word “ strike” 
in the rules. There are no _ pro- 
visions authorizing the Council to 
serve strike notice on behalf of the 
members, or governing the circum- 
stances in which a strike might be 
called. Rule 3 (x), however, would 
seem to authorize the payment of finan- 
cial assistance to members in circum- 
stances which resemble the provision of 
strike pay or victimization benefit. Any 
alarm which might be felt at the exis- 
tence of the powers mentioned above 
must be tempered by the presumed 
reasonableness of their exercise, and by 
the general consideration that extreme 
measures are essentially only a last resort 
after more restrained methods of con- 
trol have failed. As the rules now 
stand, there is no indication of any in- 
tention to affiliate with the T.U.C., and, 
as already indicated, affiliation would 
be an unusual step for this kind of 
union. There is, therefore, no appar- 
ent danger of members finding them- 
selves involved in sympathetic strikes, 
or in a general strike should one ever 
occur again 

The possibility of applying the 
closed-shop principle needs examina- 
tion. It is, of course, the object of all 
unions to seek to consolidate their 
influence over employers by drawing 
the maximum number of employees 
eligible for membership into their fold. 
It is only thus that negotiations with 
employers can be really effective. In 
large unions this result can be 
obtained by threatening to withdraw 
labour from employers who insist on 
employing non-union labour with the 
object of extracting a_ satisfactory 
agreement from them. It is difficult to 
ec how this principle could be applied 
to a profession whose members are 
employed in small numbers by so 
many different persons and bodies. A 
measure of effectiveness might how- 
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ever be gained in the field of Local 
Government work. If such a policy 
could ever be completely effective it 
would take a long time to achieve 
success. The fact remains that the 
rules would seem to permit such 
action. It should perhaps be empha- 
sized that Rule 3 (vi) is not an applica- 
tion of the closed shop. That sub- 
paragraph does not seek to restrict 
employment to union members but to 
“persons possessing adequate qualifi- 
cations.” The remainder of the objects 
are concerned with matters which 
might easily come within the province 

of any professional organization. 
Paragraph 5 of the Rules deals with 
membership of the Guild. The Council 
(which is the governing body of the 
Guild) or a committee of the Council 
may refuse to admit a candidate for 
membership without giving reasons 
(“Direction” in sub-paragraph (ii) 
would seem to be a misprint for 
By sub-paragraph (iii) 


‘ 


* discretion ”’). 
the Council can expel a member, “ if 
they think fit.” There must be a two- 
thirds majority of those members of the 
Council present and voting (not 
necessarily’ of the whole Council) in 
favour. Expulsion must be preceded 
by an investigation of the member’s 
conduct at which he must be given the 
opportunity of stating his case and 
calling witnesses. Although the 
circumstances justifying expulsion are 
not defined, the Courts would doubt- 
less hold that they are governed by the 
earlier words in the sub-paragraph 
which direct that investigation may 
take place where the Council has 
reason to believe that a member’s con- 
duct is contrary to the interests of the 
Guild. The power to control admis- 
sion and expel is a very important one. 
If anything in the nature of a closed 
shop could be achieved, it would be 
tantamount to loss of employment for 
the expelled member. At the least it 
might be difficult for him to find em- 
ployment with a person or body where 
Guild members were employed. The 
right to appear before the committee 
reflects a principle which would be 
enforced by the Courts even in the 
absence of a specific provision in the 
rules. In this connection, too, the 
safeguard lies in the restraint and fair- 
ness which is to be expected from the 
Council. In any event, the expelled 
member can seek re-election (Rule 5 
(v)), though his application could then 
be rejected by a straight majority of 
the Council or Committee. 

With regard to paragraphs 6, 7 and 
8, dealing with subscriptions, it is only 
necessary to say that no action could 
be brought against a member to en- 
force payment. It is therefore obviously 
necessary to have a_ provision 
dealing with automatic expulsion in 
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case of default. The rules as to benefits 
and legal aid have yet to be drawn up 
by the Council. Apart from expulsion 
there are no other sanctions which the 
Council can impose. 

It will be apparent from what ha 
been written above that the 
has a great deal of power under the 
existing rules. It is upon their discre- 
tion, restraint and reasonableness that 
the reputation and success of the Guild 
must ultimately depend. There is no 
provision for an annual representative 
Congress empowered to perform som«¢ 
of the functions which have to be exer 
cised, though such a 
common. The Council combines the 
legislative, judicial and some of 
administrative functions of the Guild 
in its maximum of 21 members. It has 
power to appoint committees for certain 
purposes, and to elect its own Chair 
man and the Treasurer (not necessarily 
from its own members apparently—se« 
Rule 14 (i) and (ii)). It is the 
which is entrusted with authority to 
alter the rules by a two-thirds majority 
(Rule 18 (ii)), and to adopt rules for th¢ 
provision of legal aid and benefits. The 
Council also defines the duties and 
remuneration of the Director and Se« 
retary (Rule 14 (iii)), and appoints and 
removes the Trustees in whom the 
Guild’s property is vested (Rule 15 
There is no express power to appoint 
the Director and Secretary, but, in 
practice, this will be done by the 
Council. Under Rules 6 and 16 the 
Council has wide powers in connection 
with finance. It has already been 
observed that the Council, or a com 
mittee of the Council controls admis 
sion to membership and that the Coun 
cil has power to expel members. The 
Council has extensive powers under 
Rule 11 concerning the formation and 
dissolution of branches. 

In view of the extent of the Council’s 
powers it is important to pay particular 
attention to its constitution which is 
prescribed by Rule 12. Here there is a 
valuable safeguard in the requirement 
that a third of the Council must be 
members of the R.I.B.A., and another 
third members of the LA.A.S. This 
reduces the danger of an overwhelming 
preponderance of the representatives of 
one professional body. The Council is 
elected for one year, and its members 
are eligible for re-election. There is 
no provision whereby the members of 
the Guild can, under the rules, rid 
themselves of a Council with whose 
policy they are at variance before the 
end of the year. Regulations for the 
holding of elections and receipt of 
nominations are to be devised by the 
Council. It is difficult to see how the 
first Council is to be elected, since, 
until there is an election, there will be 
no Council to make these regulations. 


Council 


provision l 


the 


body 


iltered 


Council, 


i ballot 


Rul 


an alteratio 


pal obje 


were not 


1 

would D 
could 
stand 
outline 


ind 


tne exerci 


1dditions 


the 

Coun 
Phe 

that 


contrary 
the 


nand 


he question 


ry nt 





THE ARCHITECT and Building N 


PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT 
and ALMINAL EXTRUSIONS 


With the eyes of Industry fixed firmly on 
Export, it is natural that Alminal Extrusions 
should be widely used in British products. 
Produced in sections of almost any shape, 


provide unusual opportunities to 


and sub-assembly, po 
finish which requires little maintenance 
and are suppl 


close L¢ ie 


Southern Forge trp 


IW ASSOCIATION WiTm AV EIT DIDI CP RD ranwnaw novar suces 
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MEADFIELD ROAD: LANGLEY: BUCKS ‘ALMINAL' 
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ALUMINIUM AND ALUMIN | ALLOY EXTRUSIONS, TUBES AND FORGINGS 
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Above Ground with B.S.S. 659/1944 
AND Copper Tube 


Below Ground with B.S.S, 1386/1947 


4 SO 
Copper Tube tin Naga, 





Because :-— British Patent No. 596673 
This is THE MOST EFFICIENT metal to metal 

joint with no | rings, or ferrules, self-seating *% Reduces maintenance trouble to a minimum as i 

by means of swage or circular ridge. Made in less than cannot pull off in heat or frost. Will undo and re-make 

DOUBLE GRIP CANNOT SLIP. % Prompt delivery 

te Smaller, neater, and far less expensive than alternate Universally approved by Government Departments, Water 

methods of jointing. Works, and Local Authorities, etc 


For full particulars and illustrated Catalogue write to:— 


KINGS LANGLEY ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 


| 


(om eee Or: om tel 0 A 
y 21 \ TELECRAMS ! CHAMBION - KINGS LANCLEY 
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We have been engaged for more 
than 65 years in the production of 
all plant and fittings for Sewage 
Purification and works of Sewerage 
Our ‘Cresset’ Distributors, 
‘Amphistoma’ Pumps, Sewage 
codecs Merrit Raa OT ees Ejectors, Penstocks, Manhole Covers 
SLUDGE PUMPS ) ee _ 

etc., are in use throughout the 

world. Architects are invited to 

o od — + f ari 

“CRESSET DISTRIBUTORS send for copies O} our various 

catalogues describing the above 





equipment, together with technical 
information. 


PENSTOCKS 


paints eervens ADAMS HYDRAULICS LTD. 
O55 YORK & LONDON weirenau 
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Rule 14 (iii) can assign duties to th 
Director and Secretary, who 
senior permanent officer of the Guild 
If there should be a tendency t 
too great a burden upon the Direct 


is the 


impos 


| 1954 


und Secretary the result might well be 

substitute a bureaucracy for control 
body. This difficulty 
d be surmounted by providing that 
Council must meet at least at 


in elected 
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certain stated intervals, and that the 
Director and Secretary must report on 
his activities at all meetings of the 
Council. 


H. F. L. 


Building Legislation 


HEN the Ministry of Healt! 

Byelaws were published in 1952 
I commented that it was. then 
desirable to examine the whole of the 
legislation affecting building which is 
disposed in many Acts of Parliament 
and causes unnecessary confusion and 
much waste of time and money. When 
the Department of Health for Scotland 
issued its Model Building Byelaws only 
a month of two ago a circular accom 
panied them saying that the Secretary 
of State realized the difficulty of secur 
ing uniform administration of building 
in Scotland and proposed to set up a 
committee to examine the associated 
legislation as soon as practicable. It 
was with great interest that I saw that 
this Scottish Committee had in fact 
held its first meeting on March 8 and 
considerable publicity was given to the 
meeting in the Press. I shall look for 
ward to the publication of the commit 
tee’s examination of the problem and 
its proposals for the remedy 

It may be that the position of Build 
ing Legislation is even worse in Scot 
land than in England and Wales but 
that seems to be a yery poor reason 
why, after a period of nearly two years, 
the Ministry of Health has not seen its 
way to set up a similar investigation as 
it must be aware that large parts of the 
building industry are conscious that all 
is not as it should be in England and 
Wales 

Investigations of this sort must of 
necessity be long and tedious but the 
time within which conclusions and the 
consequent new legislation are required, 
if they are to operate before the new 
Model Byelaws are out-of-date or ceas¢ 
to operate, is by no means long, so that 
the sooner a start is made the better 
Bodies most affected by building 
legislation such as the R.I.B.A.., 
R.I.C.S. and the National Federation of 
Building Contractors should put their 
heads together and press for action to 
be taken. I feel sure that the new Bye 
laws, especially those of Scotland, are a 
very great advance but without sup 
porting legislation they can neither be 
used effectively nor can they be still 
further improved. 

It is probable that few of us are very 
aware of how much legislation affects 
buildings. The Public Health Act and 
the Building Byelaws made under it 
spring to mind immediately but there 
are local acts, Factory Acts, Petroleum 
Acts, Town Planning Acts, and a host 
of others that from time to time have 
an important bearing on buildings 
What a simplification could be made if 
by depositing our drawings in one 
place every authority affected could see 
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could be given one 
In any new legislation, how- 
to be hoped that clear require- 
nts which have to be met will be set 
yut and that no dependance for inter- 
pretation is left with one person at a 
level lower than a Ministry of State. I 
have heard bitter complaints, although 
the truth I do not know, that in Scot- 
land the Dean of Guild Court is in 
1 position to ask for the moon if he is so 
inclined without having to give reasons. 
In the report of the first meeting in 
Scotland I was slightly sad at reading 
that the view expressed was the desir- 
ibility of achieving as much uniformity 
is is possible “ consistent with local re- 
quirements.” I do not believe there are 
uny local requirements which cannot 
be met by properly prepared national 
legislation. So often one hears demands 
from different parts of this country and 
Scotland for variation to meet special 
onditions but most of those that I 
examined arise from old local 
ustoms which should long have been 
abandoned. I am a little grieved to 
think that Scotland is making this in- 
vestigation alone as it ought to be a 
completely national review of legisla- 
tion since there can be no justification 
for different legislation when methods 
building or the basic needs of health 
ifety are concerned just because 
boundary between two 
parts of one kingdom. The differences 
in climate and other natural factors are 
negligible as the combined countries 
ure small when compared with certain 
ther I am sure we should benefit 
is an industry by having the same 
legislation, regulations, byelaws, etc., 
throughout the whole of the United 
Kingdom 
In Scotland I notice organizations 
ire invited to submit evidence as to 
how the present machinery is working 
ind to express views on any defects. I 
hope there will not be too many who 
xpress approval of the present position 
because they prefer to walk in the way 
to which they are accustomed rather 
to try for better things. I hope 
yme organizations, or the Depart- 
ent of Health itself, will be able to 


h ive 


nm rosses a 


xamine and report on the legislation 


ind its operation which have been 
adopted in the more newly developed 
ountries, such as New Zealand, 
Australia and Canada, as it might be 
possible to find more efficiency in their 

intrie ince they have not been 
with very archaic laws, and 
we may be able to develop some- 
better based on the com- 
bination of their and our experiences. 

While I do not claim to have much 


iddiled 


ning even 


knowledge of building legislation in 
Scotland it has always seemed to 
appear as if the position there is much 
worse than it is in England and Wales 
where all is by no means satisfactory. 
These views on Scottish legislation are 
very well borne out by the reported re- 
marks made by Mr. Craig Mitchell, the 
Deputy Secretary of the Department of 
Health at the first meeting of the new 
committee which were thoroughly sup- 
ported by Mr. C. W. G, Guest, Q.C., 
the chairman of the committee. The 
latter said that the position generally was 
not at all consistent or satisfactory. The 
four cities had local Acts. In burghs 
most of the provisions controlling 
building were contained in the Burgh 
Police Acts but there also operated in 
burghs various provisions of the Hous- 
ing Acts, including the power to make 
byelaws as to construction of houses. 
The Public Health Act was the main 
statute controlling building in the land- 
ward areas of counties. 

It was gratifying that the Chairman 
should have said “ Controls in regard to 
building must provide for buildings 
sound, safe, and healthy to occupy, but 
the standard must be flexible enough to 
allow for the development of new tech- 
niques, and it appears to me that there 
exists in the labours of this committee 
an Opportunity to make a real contribu- 
tion to economy in building construc- 
tion, and to freeing the building in- 
dustry from many of the shackles that 
at present bind them.” 

This statement indicates to me that 
the enquiry will be led in the direction 
that the building industry want to see 
it go if legislation is to control but not 
make our task difficult. 

Little was reported about the Dean 
of Guild Court but I have been assured 
by Scottish architect friends that while 
there is much to commend this institu- 
tion it can be far too autocratic and 
out of date so that for peace and speed 
of building one sometimes has to 
accept very undesirable directions to 
obtain approval of schemes. 

Let us hope that this move in Scot- 
land will prompt Whitehall to set about 
a similar action for England and Wales. 
Further, when both have made some 
progress in sorting out their local 
troubles it is to be hoped they will get 
together and promote new legislation 
which will cover building in all the 
three countries to ensure uniformity 
and thus permit manufacturers to have 
a single national market for their pro- 
ducts without petty differences to ac- 
commodate local whims and fancies, 
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A self-contained shower cabinet with patent shower spraye 
and mixing valve. Made by Charles Winn & Co. Ltd., Granville 
Street, Birmingham |, it has been designed to connect to existing 
services and be installed without structural alterations. The 


" Economic "’ sprayer passes |} gallons a minute ; ali fittings are 
finished in chromium plate. The cabinet is made in sheet alumir 
on a steel base. Size : height Blin, width 3lin, depth 27in, and 


weighs | cwt 





seaneaeann 


noes 





SERVICES 
WATER HEATING 
Bé/20 
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The new Glow-Worm A25 Fully Automatic Boiler is claimed 
to give a top output of 20 gallons of very hot water every 
24 hours for kitchen and bathroom. Radiators can be used 
to take up part or all of this output This performance 
needs two fuelings per 24 hours because of the boiler's large 
fuel capacity 

Water temperature is controlled by a simple turn of the 
knob (there are no dampers to operate) and if only a smal 
quantity of hot water is wanted in the home, the thermostat 
controls the A25 so that it works as economically as the smaliest 
boiler. Fuel consumption can be as little as 8 oz. an hour 

The Glow-Worm A25 burns small coke, anthracite or simila 
smokeless fuel and can be lit by a standard gas poker throug! 
the fire door The ashpan has a handle and is usually emptied 
every two days. The fire lining is of special design to preve 
ciinker formation Finish is in enamel in either cream, paste 
blue, green or white. The boiler is priced at £3! 9s 6d and 
carries a 5-year guarantee. Technical and performance deta 
of the Glow-Worm A25 Fully Automatic Boiler are available 
from the makers, Glow-Worm Boilers Ltd., Milford, Derby 
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* OVE FONCOT TENS | PLANT 
ae SITE EQUIPMENT 


E211 
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A new magnetic signboard that 
has many applications in factorie 
workshops, on the building site f 
progressing, departmental co-ord 
tion and so on. Developed by A« 
Showcard and Sign Co. Led 
called the Wondersign, Pat. N 
657,562. Figures, symbols, etc., are 
simply placed on the background 
which they adhere immediately 
They can be used over and over aga 
Wondersigns, 9 South Molton Stree 
Ww.! 








FITTINGS 
DOOR FURNITURE 
C37 


The Crown Brand Easifix No. 20 Rim Lock is 6in by 3in by din double hand, four way with reversible easy 
action bolt Two qualities are produced, solid brass and brass and steel, made by Heenan, Beddow and 
Sturmey Ltd., Crown Works, Willenhall, Scaffs. The latch bolt head may be reversed without dismantling 
the lock. There is double locking, both dead bolt and latch bolt are locked out dead by the turn of the key 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type 
References indicate (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application 
Where no town is stated in the 











“QUITFIRE” 


Fire-proofed (Class I-B.S. 
476/32 Amendment No. 2) 
and/or termite-proofed 
Fibre Insulation Board can 
be supplied by :— 


S.0. Rudkin & Co. Ltd. 
Plantation House 
Mincing Lane E.C.3 


MANsion House 4406 (3 lines) 




















Specify 


ERRUX 
DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 


ASPHALTE WORK 


Conon & 4 ERI ease rst ) 


ra? 
Save Dich cae 
TRUE FLUE 
STACK CONSTRUCTION 
TRUE FLUE LTD 


CONVECTOR HOUSE ACACIA ROAD 
sT JOHNS wooD LONDON Nowe 


MULLEN 


AND 


LUMSDEN 


LIMITED 





Contractors and 
Joinery Specialists 


41 EAGLE STREET, HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Telephones 
CROYDON 
ADDiscombe 1264 


LONDON 
CHAncery 7422/3/4 





CONTRACT 
°e NEWS e 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ASHINGTON  U.C. a) 80 houses, 
Darnley Road site (all trades). (b) Engi- 
r and Surveyor, Council Offices. e 
4 
BIC ESTER U -C. (a) Houses and flats 
irst part of new housing site where it 
posed to build 100 dwellings. (b) 
Leslie K. Watson, 6, Gray’s Inn Road, 
London, W.C.1 c) 3gns. (e) May 17 
BOLTON B. C. (a) Erection of Teaching 
Block “ B,” Great Lever County Second- 
i School b) Borough Engineer, Town 
H e) April 21 
c HATHAM B.C. (a) 50 bungalows for 
persons, Weeds Wood Estate. (b) 
D: puty Borough Engineer, Town Hall 
. e) April 22 


CHEL TENHAM B.C, (a) 10 shops with 
12 maisonnettes over, service roads and 
Lynworth Estate. (b) Borough 
Eng er, Municipal Offices, Promenade 
d) April 10 
CHURCH U.C a) 14 houses built in 
iirs, Riding Barn Estate. (b) Engineer 
i Surveyor, Council Offices. (c) 4gns 

April 17 
CRAYFORD U.C. (a) Erection of a 
d 3- and 4-storey block of 31 flats. 
Ro id, Barnehurst. (b) Engineer and 
t Town Hall. (c) 3gns. (e) 
May 
DAG ENHAM B.C, a) 74 houses, 14 
’ bungalows, 8 flats (2-storey 
1 19 garag Marks Gate Estate. (b) 
h Engin cer, C ivic Centre. (c) 2gns. 

MA | 


Lay 


person 


ELLESMERE PORT U.C. (a) 96 houses 
locks of 2, 4, 6 and 8, North Whitby 
He ng Estate, Part II. (b) Engineer 
in urveyor, Queen Street. (c) 3gns. 
6, 
ENFIELD U.C. (a) 18 3-storey flats, 
Oaks Site. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, 7, 
I e Park Gardens c) 2gns. (d) April 
13 ‘ May 6 


a) Erection of follow- 
appurtenant works of 
iildings, drainage, paths, etc.: Work 

Jo. 1, 37 houses in 3 blocks of 6, 1 block 
f 3 and 8 pairs; Work No, 2, 88 houses 
10 blocks of 4 and 24 pairs; Work No. 
100 houses in 1 block of 6, 12 blocks 

f 4, 6 blocks of 3 and 14 pairs; on Grange 
id Crowland Estates. (b) Borough 
gineer, Municipal Offices, Town Hall 
Square £2 for each work. (e) 


4 


GRIMSBY B.C. 
ouse with 


HECKMONDWIKE U.C. (a) 14 houses, 

Dale Lane Estate; (all trades). (b) Coun- 
Surveyor, Council Offices. (c) 2gns. 
April 23 

HEREFORD R.C. (a) 7 pairs of houses 

nd blocks of 2 storey flats, Much Birch. 
Messr George Laing and Young, 
narket Street c) 3gns. (d) April 

April 23 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 
given in the advertisement section. 








THE ADAMITE COMPANY LIMITED 
MANFIELD HOUSE, STRAND, W.C.2 








KINNEAR 
SHUTTERS 























181 Sr. James Roap, Grascow, C.4 
Tel.: Bell 0356 


Lonpon: 10 Mishetoen St.,'S.EB.1. Tel. Waterloo 4465 
MANCHESTER, | : 2 Charies St. Tel. Ardwick 11 
Epinsuron, 2: 2 North West Comm, Place. 

Tel. Edin 27998 


BuRMInGHaM, 18: 63 Hockley Hill. Tel. Northern 1266 
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HUNTINGDON R.C. (a) 3 bungalows, 
Molesworth. (b) K. A. Milner, of Messrs, 
Lea, Milner and Wardley, 4, Market Hill. 
(c) 2gns. (e) April 21. 
LEEDS REGIONAL HOSPITAL 
BOARD. (a) Alterations to existing 
building to provide accommodation for a 
mass radiography unit at St. James’s Hos- 
pital, Beckett Street, Leeds, 9. (b) Archi- 
tect to the Board, Park Parade, Harrogate. 
(c) 2gns. (d) April 14. (e) May 5. 


LEEDS C.C, (a) Contract No. 568. Public 
conveniences, Oakwood Junction, Round- 
hay. (b) City Architect, Priestley House, 
Quarry Hill, 9. (c) £2. (e) April 21. 


LINCOLNSHIRE C.C. (a) House and 
set of farm buildings on each of following 
holdings: Bourne Nos, 116 and 184; 
Thurlby No. 144; Morton No. 176. (b) 
County Land Agent, County Offices, Slea- 
ford. (e) April 24 
LONDON—STEPNEY B.C. (a) (1) 
Erection of blocks 1, 2, 3 and 4, being 2 
blocks of 5-storeys, 1 block of 5- and &- 
storeys and 1 block of 5- ard 7-storeys, 
comprising 141 dwellings; (2) execution of 
following sub-contract works:—(1) heat- 
ing and hot water installation; (2) 
cold water services and _ sanitary 
lumbing; (3) lifts; (4) metal windows; 
fs) lightning conductors; (6) drying cup- 
board fittings; Sidney Street Housing 
Scheme, Portion “ C.” (b) Messrs. Sydney 
Clough, Son and Partners, Devonshire 
Close, 39, Devonshire Street, London, 
W.1. (c) 2gns. (e) May 17. 
LUTON B.C. (a) A temporary slaughter 
house, Windmill Road site. (b) Borough 
Engineer, Town Hail. (c) 2gns. (e) April 
23. 


MANSFIELD B.C. (a) Central water 
works depot, Great Central Road. (b) 
Borough Engineer, Carr Bark. (c) 2gns. 
(e) April 22. 


MERTHYR TYDFIL B.C. (a) (1) 181 
houses at Gurnos, Merthyr Tydfil, and (2) 
20 houses at Diana Street, Troedyrhiw. 
(b) Borough Engineer, Town Hall. (c) 
Sens. (e) April 21. 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE C.C. (a) 
(1) 12 flats in 3-stofeys, Tarset Street 
Site, and (2) 9 flats in 3-storeys, Bucking- 
ham Street Site. (b) City Architect, 18, 
Cloth Market, 1. (¢) April 22. 


N. IRELAND — NEWTOWNARDS 
B.C. (a) 17 houses and 4 flats with site 
works, etc., Scrabo Road. (b) Town Clerk, 
Town Hall. (c) £3 (e) April 21. 
NORTHLEACH R.C. (a) 11 houses, 
Eastleach. (b) Clerk of the Council, 
Council Offices. (c) 2gns. (e) April 20. 


NORTH RIDING C.C. (a) A_ new 
County Primary School, Northallerton. 
(b) County Architect, County Hall, 
Northallerton. (¢) May 3 


NORTH RIDING C.C, (a) An infant 
welfare centre at Guisborough.  (b) 
County Architect, County Hall, North- 
allerton. (c) 2gns. (d) April 14. 


NORWICH C.C. (a) 253 dwellings, 
Heartsease Housing Estate, Norwich, in 7 
groups varying from 20 dwellings to 56 
dwellings, (b) City Architect, City Hall. 
(e) May 3. 
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COZ 


‘@OARD Ciel 
en ation 





VULCANITE 
Rooting-~- 
FOR EVERY TYPE OF ROOF 


LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W. GRAY & SON LTD. 
13, CASTLE ST., SALISBURY 
Telephone: SALISBURY 2750 








CHURCH SPIRE-RESTORERS 


London's Finest news secondhand Vaiue 
ARCHITECTS PLAN CHESTS 


378-380 EUSTON ROAD LONDON-NWI home £5. 








ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 


LONDON E 14 EASt 1441 








COURSES for all R.1.B.A. EXAMS 


Postal tition in History, Testimonies, Design, 

Calculations, Materiais, Construction, Structures, 

Hygiene, Specifications, Professional Practice, 
etc. Also in general educational subjects. 


ELLIS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE | 
Principal: A. B. Waters, M.B.E., G.M., F.R.1.B.A 
1036, OLD BROMPTON ROAD, LONDON, 8.W.7 
Phone: KEN. 4477 and at Worcester 








ASPHALIL 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTO 
PALACE GATES STN, 1.22 Bowes Port IRN 








CSOMSTRUCTIONS FOR EVERY ENGINEERING Ry» 


Sy 
|x, 


[S/) SUWERD ME AS 
Wore 


BECKENHAM KENT» PHONE SYDENHAM ” 


J.GARDNER & CO. LTD. 


INDON NW2 


) 
CHAMBERS 2 
EADENING 4 7 
N EXPERT 


ANECHO! 


WILLESDEN 





PORTSMOU TH C.C " 
Leigh Park; (2) 1 10USE 
City Arcl 


rn Parad 


PRL DHOE r c 


SCOTLAND—PORT GL ASG OW 


46 houses Pm Farm Site 


SOUTHWELL R.€ 
houses, 11 pa { 
4 flats, et 

Road Rainv 
Council Offi 

April 26 


STOC KPORT B.¢ 
Bridge Hall | at 
Tor wn Hall 3 


WEST RIDING C.C. 
hom at 65, Shaitesoury A 
lands Estate, Woodlands, 1 
t Arcl 
Westfield 

May 


WEST RIDING ( 


Estate, Bentley, 
ld Road, Waketi 
WEST SUSSEX C.C. 


depot and stor 


WORKSOP B.C 

Valley Road area ro 
Park House Park Street 
April 19 


PLACED 


Notes on contracts p 

authority in bold type with (1) type of 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor 

(4) amount of tender or 

that work may t 

cceptance, or obt 

modification of tender 


BLAC KPOOL CORPORATION 


Met 
onadal 


ced stote 


CROY DON BA 
ew Addingt 


CONSETT, DURHAM 


N.E. METROPOLITAN REGIONAI 
HOSPITAL BOARD 1) ‘I i 
, Sou Kenda Hos; I H 
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Single and Multi-Storey Reinforced Concrete Integrated Construction 
AT; _ in, 2 : ; 


Nac 





Designed to 
Individual 


Requirements 


| } . iz . Fire Risk 
Unrestricted : - p 

é Reduced 
Span ’ 


Sectional Factory at Stevenage. Archt.:— Chief Archt Stevenage Dev. Corpn. 


Telephone Write or ‘phone R. E. EAGAN LIMITED Telegrams : 


VIC 0336-8. 1, ASHLEY PLACE, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 8S.W.1. Lambda, Sowest. 

















An expert to help with your 
TRANSPORT PROBLEMS 


Are you in touch with hnica d commercial developments in road transport? Do you 


know what steps are being taken, by a thousand and one go-ahead undertakings, to speed and 
cheapen the movement of good id materials ? Can you say how the latest transport legislation 
will affect you ? The ansv these and many more questions are in MOTOR TRANSPORT, the 
wide-awake newspaper fi id transport users. Every Friday it can bring your transport execu- 
tives a wealth of new ide: id up-to-date information on the whole subject. 


Order from your newsagent ike advantage of the special trial offer below. 


Introduction to a specialist—POST NOW 


To: Iliffe & Sons Lid., Dorset House, Stamford Street, $.B1 
I wish to take advantage of your trial offer of 52 issues of 
Motor Transport for which I enclose only 17/6d, post- 


age being paid by the publishers (Normal subscription 26/- 
including postage ) 


Name 


Address 


aaa keeps you rola! aats right raerele If preferred, order from your newsagent, every Friday, 4d. 


Lo a am a a em awe aan anaes an an ap as oo od 
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— A 
Mindons for all weathers A esretamad 


ADDING outfit 


GIVING M 
CONTMORE LIGHT AND Easy for the 
ROL OF VENTILATION Draughtsman 








DISTINCTION 








= @ | 


XA clone 


Cool in summer, snug in dt 
winter, Naco Louvre Win- 
dows give you fingertip . PRICE COMPLETE:- 
control of draught-free g £18. 15. 0 

ventilation. They bring 








more light and natural 








ventilation to interiors 
—they are easy to clean 





and will not rattle. 
Strong, safe and trouble- 
tree in use. 





W. F. STANLEY 


& CO. LIMITED 


Naco Windows are ' \ 7) = 4 NEW ELTHAM 

2 j fi = \ LONDON, S.E.9 
weatherproof too — the 
patent Naco safety lock 


clamps the louvre blades 








completely tight, prevent- 
ing opening from outside. 





® No other window gives 





you so many modern 
advantages—yet NACO 
windows are inexpensive to 
instal and to maintain, 
and are easily fitted by 
unskilled labour. 

Write now for fully 


descriptive leaflet 
to Dept. ABI 


4 
JusraBLE ALR CONTRO, 


LOUMWIFe ela. ill 


PROTECTION LTD 


Wiinelow/s att Se — 


ve shows par @reantoerd 
division and fire 


Sole Concesstonaires : es a oe 


National Film T 
HENRY GARDNER & CO. LIMITED 
2 Metal Exchange Buildings, London, E.C.3. Mansion House 4521 











The “floating” spindle principle 
means added convenience 
and beauty 


a da 
Yl titty, 


t 


This patented device eliminates the use of grub 
screws. It ensures an exact and rattle-free fitting, 
il 


automatically adjustable to any norn door 


thickness 

Ihe diagram above illustrates the principle 
the knob or lever rotates about the neck, which 
is moulded in one piece with the rose or back 
plate, which in turn is secured by screws to the 
door. The spindle engages with square holes 


inside each knob or lever. 


IT IS POSSIBLE 1 HOW HERI 
ONLY ONE OF THE MA MODELS 
INCORPORATING THE “FLOATING 
SPINDLE PRINCIPLI 


1 selection of Lacrinoid door furn 


d at the Building Centre, 26 Stor , We 


LACRINOID 


TRADE MARK 





@ DRAUGHT EXCLUSION 


will reduce the loss of heat The two 4 
through the average win- HERMESEAL 

dow by at least half, and trips make 

through doors by an even ® perfect 

greater amount The Grengnprest 


seal when 
actual rate of cold-air window is 
infiltration, the source of  ¢losed 
all draughts, can in turn 
be reduced by anything up 
to 95%, according to typ« 
of construction 


EXAMPLE: D/H Sash Win- 
dows of wood, 5’ 2” x 2’ 8", 
average length and width of 
gap, \8' 0" x 4", average wind 
speed 10 m.p.h. 


BEFORE draught-exclusion 1908.0 cu. ft. per hr. 
AFTER ie = 264.6 cu. ft. per hr. 


PREVENTION achieved 1643.4 cu. ft. per hr. or 86.1% 


© . ROOF INSULATION 


—_— ‘ rw will reduce the loss 
oe , a of heat through a 
vs roof-area by at least 
iy This loss, in 
the average house, is 
about one-third of all 
the heat lost in various 
ways from the struc- 
ture as a whole 
EXAMPLE Average 
“U” values of a number 
of Pitched roofs of New 
hut varying construction. 
“— B.Th.U/sq. ft. 
ki wes SZ hr.J\ deg. F 
BEFORE insulation (Desirable standard 0.20) - 0.43 
AFTER insulation by | bitumenised glass woo! = 0.13 
PREVENTION achieved 0.30 or 69.7% 
Specify DRAUGHT EXCLUSION and ROOF INSULATION by 
HERMESEAL. No higher degree of efficiency in the conservation of 
heat and the saving of fuel can be achieved in any already existing 
building. Surveys and installations are carried out by our own skilled 
staff throughout the country. Write for full details. 





draught exclusion & roof insulation by 


means warmer homes 


BRITISH HERMESEAL LIMITED 
Head Office: 4 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.! 
Telephone : GROsvenor 4324 (5 lines) 
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OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 
Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- 


THE ARCHITECT and Building Neu 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CON TRACTS “4 TENDERS 


Close for press In post Monday for following Thursday Issue 





APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad- 

orem must be made through the local office 

spe Ministry of Labour and serene: Service, etc., 

q ‘oe feant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 

18- inclusive, e or she or the em- 

4 er is excepted fro the provisions of The 
ification of Vacancies Order 1952 





ISLE OF ELY COUNTY COUNCIL. 
COUNTY ARCHITECT'S DEPARTMENT 


PPLICATIONS are invited for the under 
mentioned appointments on the Staff of the 
County Architect 
ASSISTANT ARCHITECT; Grade A.P.T.V 
(£620-£670). 

(b) ASSISTANT QUANTITY SURVEYOR 
Grade A.P.T. III (£550-£595) 

Pp ee rritty ASSISTANT; Grade 

(d) ARC HITECTURAL ASSIS 
TANT (Temp.); Grade Misc. 1/II/III (£320 
£460) 

All posts with the exception of (d) are perma 
nent, and all are subject to the National Scheme 
of Conditions of Service, the Local Government 
Superannuation Act, and to the passing of a 
medical examination. 

Intending applicants should apply for forms, 
stating for which post they wish to apply, to the 
County Architect, County Hall, March’ ¢ to whom 


or must be returned not later than Saturday 
nh April Me 
F. G. THURLOW, 
Clerk of the County Come 
781 


24t 





TOTTENHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL 


RCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT, Grade 

APT.II, III or IV (£520 to £565, £550 to 
£595 or £580 to £625; plus Looe Weighting of 
£20 or £30 according to age. conditions of 
service Salary according to eo and 
experience 

IRAUGHTSMAN, Grade APTI (£490 to 
£535) plus London Weighting of £20 or £30 
according to age. Candidates should have had 
experience in the office of am Architect or Sur- 
veyor.../Write to Borough Engineer, Dept. A.B.N., 
Town Hall, Tottenham, N.15, for application form 
and further particulars. Completed applications to 
be delivered by Tuesday, 20th April, 1954 [7829 





CITY OF LIVERPOOL 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
COLLEGE OF BUILDING 
Clarence Street, Liverpool, 3 


Principal: T. EB. Hall, Dip. Arch., A.R.I.B.A 
APELK -ATIONS are invited for the appointment 

of SENIOR LECTURER in ARCHITEC.- 
TURE, Department of Building and Professional 
Studies. Duties to commence Ist September, 1954 

Salary: £1,040*£25 to £1,190 p.a. (Men); 
£832 x £20 to £952 p.a. (Women) 

The College offers Part-time Day and Evening 
Courses in Architecture leading to fay Final 
Associateship Examinations of the Rip 1.B.A., and the 
person appointed will be responsible to os Head of 
the Department for the organization and conduct 
of Pm courses 

| ee meg must possess a degree or graduate 
qualification in architecture, professional experience 

a responsible position, and teaching experience 
Experience in the organization of Architectural 
Courses will be an advantage 

Application forms (and further particulars) 
obtainable from H. S. Magnay, M.A., Director of 
Education, 14, Sir Thomas Street, Liverpool, l 
should be returned to him within three weeks of 
the appearance of this advertisement 

THOMAS ALKER, 

Town Clerk and Clerk to the Local Education 

Authority (JA.3505 
{7827 
JERTH AND KINROSS JOINT COUNTY 
COUNCIL require one SENIOR ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECT. Salary £660-£770 with placing 
House available. Applicants must be fully quali 
fied A.R.I.B.A. and have up-to-date experience of 
School Building work. Particulars and forms of 
application from the County Clerk, County Offices, 
ork Place, Perth. Applications to be lodged by 
26th April, 1954 (7828 





APPOINTMENTS—coatd. ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
en cn com, MENTS VACANT—contd. 


NOTTINGHAM. ne 
\>: SIISTAN' 
ARCHITECTS DEPARTMEN' : Standard ver 
. Bes wick & Sor 
PPLICATIONS are invited for the appointmen ndon, Wilt 
of six ASSISTANT ARCHITECTS o RC HI EC rl R. 4 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS to the ps 
manent staff of the above department, whicl 
expanding. Applicants should preferably have had 
several years’ experience in an architect's office and 
be capable of carrying out a job from sketch plar 
to building stage. Thorough knowledge of build 
ing construction and ability to prepare neat, accur 
ate working drawings and attractive sketch plans ar 
essential 
The department has in hand works of a ver 
varied nature including retail shops, alterations and 
extensions to shops; laboratories, factories an 
office buildings. Permanent and progressiv 
appointments for the right men who may | 
required occasionally to visit building works in pr 
gress in all parts of the British Isles 
Successful applicants, who must have 
pleted or have been excused their obligat 
National Service, will be required to pass a medi 
cal examination and to join the Company pen 
sion scheme after not less than six months’ sat 
factory service. The working week is five 
Applications will not be considered unle 
on the appropriate form which may be obtain 
from——-Chief Architect, Boots Pure Drug Co 
Station Street, Nottingham [ 





4 OUNCII 
ARCHITECTS DEPARTMENT 


JACANCIES for ARCHITECTS in School 
Housing Divisions. Salary to £721 
Particulars and application forms from Ars 
(AR/EK/A/3), County Hall, S.E.1. (374 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


T: McEWAN PORTER, A.R.I.B.A 

(Hons), and Peter Wakefield 

associates of the late G. Blair Imrie 
F.R.1L.B.A., of Teffont Magna, Salisbur 

formed a partnership to continue his practice and 
that of B. Wakefield & Son, of 18, Orchard Street 
Bristol, 1. They will continue to practice from th« 
same addresses pending the establishment of a cor 
bined office 8 

















MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 


RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
line 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 


BOX NOS. add 2 words plus I/- for registra- STTTTA’ icy 
tlon and forwarding replies which should SITUATIONS VACANT 
be addressed c/o, ‘‘The Architect & 

Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford 

Street, London, S.E.1. 


PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 


No responsibility accepted for errors 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 


The engagement of persons answering these 
vertisements must be made through the loca 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Servi 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or or 
ployer is excepted from the provisions 
Notification of Vacancies Order 1952 








AR HITECT’S Assistant required, intermediate 
standard or above.—Apply stating age, experi 
ence and wages required to Wilfrid ¢ Mangar 


Chartered Architect, 2, Ribblesdale Place, Prestor i PRESS NOTICE 


R34 


RCHITECTURAL Assistant required in bu . 
City Office. Must be quick and accurate. Salar 

according to age and experience...Apply to We 

more & Sanders, 121, Cheapside, E.C.2. Monar 

3337 + 





THE ARCHITECT and Building Ne 


SITUATIONS VACANT—contd. 


WAN TED immediately by Dorman L.ong & ‘ 
Lid Middlesbrough, a temporary experi 
enced Chartered Quantity Surveyor (period of ex 
ployment not less than three years State Salary 
expected Applicants should state age, training 
qualifications, etc., with testimonials to Dormar 
Long & Co., Ltd., Central Engineering Department 
Middlesbrough, marking envelopes “ Surveyor 





PLANT FOR HIRE 


CHAS! SIDE mechanical shovels 
* day, week or contract, with drivers upping 
lorries supplied if required with shovels.—Henry 
Froud Ltd Primrose Wharf Tunnel Ave 
Greenwich, S.E.10 Tel. Greenwich 0072-3. [01 
FOR hire 
per month 
tached house 





Major type, by 


steel scaffolding; yours for hire for £ 5 
sufficient scaffolding to erect a de 
delivery if required), or at the follow 
ing low rates: Tube 4d per ft, fittings 14d eact 
putlogs 3d each, scaff. boards lid per ft; these 
rates are per month; also boards, tubes and fittings 
bought and sold.—Kilburn & Banks, Ltd 
Springfield Lane, Kilburn, N.W.6 Maida 
2748 / 3578 { 


— = -————_—- — ---— 


FOR SALE 


{;LECTRICITY meters reconditioned. all pe 
“ quarterly credit and prepayment The Electri 
Meter Company, Dept. AN46, Castle Circus Hot 
Torquay g 30 





f LL Mouldings, Plain and Embossed, and | 
bossed ornaments Numerous 
Dareve’s Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60 
Dalston, E.8 
FOR sale Sagar 
32in x 32in, 
countershaft 


design 
Pownall Rd 
it OsE 
lin Spindle Moulder, table size 
good condition, complete it 
electric motor and accessories rt 


Wilkinsons, Midhill Rd., Sheffield [784 


yoop LETTERS for shopfronts 
etc. Send for Trade List “A 

livery |]. Pranks & Co., 

Beds. Tel. 647 


signboards 
Prompt d¢ 
50, Reginald St uton 
Established 1920 {77 
( AK panelling, 48ft run, moulded, fielded pane 
ft 8S)in overall skirting and cornice 4 
two doors to match with architraves Seen at 


Junction Mews Paddington 2128 [784 


I ARGE quantities of 
4 cheaply CA specification 
livered ex London stock 
Apply P. T. Read, Ltd 
Terrace, E.8 relephones 


1870 


[N the matter of Wilkinsons (Runfold), Ltd. (ir 

voluntary liquidation). Vibrating table by Frase 
& Chalmers, complete as new, for sale; all inguiries 
to the  liquidator.—A WwW Britton-Harvey 
F.A.C.C.A., 57-58, Clun House, Surrey St., Strand 
London, W.C.2 [7786 


i broken brick for disposa 
collected or de 
mechanically loaded 
Downs Works, Amh 
Clissold 6335, Amhurst 
[ 2 


_ — 


WANTED 
Ww ANTED or 4 ornate 


interna use in 
diameter 
the like 





ornamental pillar 
ballroom about ) 
and about &ft high, wood or 
Box 4641 


alabast« 


BUSINESS & PROPERTY 


B' ILDER’S busine premises 
sheds, garage, shop, loft over al 
and yard adjoining |! acres close Suitable buil 
ing site ) Downs-Hall, 88, High St., Marst 
field, Chippenhan 84 





Good 


Large 








INSURANCE 





CHITECTS Indemnity Insurance 
Please write for Proposal Form to 
SAXBY, Incorporated Insurance Broker, 
2, Carfax, Horsham, Sussex. Tel. 990 
[7660 


effected 








NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 





ex-Army huts and manu 
timber asbestos, Nissen 

all sizes and prices.-Write, 
Supplies (Belvedere), 

Manorway, Belvedere, 
[0120 


factured buildings, 
type, etc 
a telephone Universal 
Lid Dept 32, Crabtree 

t Tel. Erith 2948 


R® ONDITIONED 


ec, hall 








CONTACT LENSES 
MoD! RN ¢ 


sieigh Court 





mtact Lens Centre, 7 
W.c.l 


(Gl), End 
Deferred terms. Booklet 
[0140 








MISCELLANEOUS 


B' DD'S for all jobbing printed account books. 





No book-keeping knowledge required. Rulings 
eadings free.—51, Teevan Road, Croydon 
{7821 





DEMOLITION 


DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 








WATCH IT COME DOWN” 
By SYD BISHOP & SONS, 
BARING RD., LEE, S.E.12 " 


77 


TEL. LEI 

GREEN 7755 
1LD PROPERTY BOUGHT FOR SALVAGE 
{0139 








BOOKS, ETC. 





‘AS Welding and Cutting: A Practical Guide 
Fito the Best Techniques.” By C, G. Bain- 
bridge, M.I.Mech.E., M.Inst.W. A comprehensive 
extbook providing practical information on almost 
the whole range of availabie gas welding and 
et from all booksellers, By post 15/6 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., 
tting equipment, methods and processes, 15/- 
ndon, $.E.1 


GUIDE to Plastics.” By C. A. Redfarn, 
Ph.D F.R.1.C Explains clearly 
how manufactured materials for in- 
are obtained and how they are 
»y various moulding methods into many 
of finished articles. A series of charts traces 
tages of manufacture from raw materials to 
d products. 7/6 net from all booksellers 
st 10 from The Publish Dept., Dorset 
¢, Stamford St., London, $f 


TEW Ideas for Farm Buildings: Selected 
Designs for a 100-acre Farm Homestead.” 
sed by the Association for Planning and 
nal Reconstruction. This publication is based 
ggestions made by many readers of “ Parmer 
xck-Breeder Their ideas have been care 
ollected and analysed to provide a mine of 
rmation on various aspects of the subject 
strated with plans and diagrams. 30 
booksellers. By post 30/8 from The 
Dorset House, Stamford St., 


ng Dept 








BOOKS, ETC.—contd. 


“ RB LECTRICAL Who's Who.” Compiled by 
4“ Electrical Review.” Contains over 4,3 
entries giving particulars of the education, careers 
and general activities of leading men and women 
in the consulting, manufacturing, contracting, trad- 
ing and other branches of the electrical industry 
Government Departments, etc. 12/6 net from all 
booksellers. By post 13/1 from The Publishing 
Dart. Dorset House, Stamford Street, London, 

S.E.1 





° HiGH Paddington: A Town for 8,000 People.’ 
Designed by Sergei Kadleigh, A.A.Hons.Dip., 
A.R.LB.A., assisted by Patrick Horsburgh A 
town for 8,000 people, with all the necessary ameni- 
ties, built on the goods yard of Paddington rail- 
way station; this book describes the project. Con- 
tains 20 line photographs and 16 line plans, 14 of 
these in colour. 7/6 net from all booksellers. By 
st 7/10 from The Publishing Dept., Dorset 
ome, Stamford St., London, §.E.1 


a ASIC Surveys for Planning.’’ Edited by the 
Association for Planning and Regional Recon- 
struction by Jacqueline cya A.L.L.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., and W. L. Waide, D.T.P.(London), 
A.M.T.P.I. In this book a group of specialists 
attempts to explain the purposes of basic surveys 
for planning, with the requirements of the new 
planning legislation in mind. A critical examination 
is made of how the new planning code has been 
applied in both towns and country. 5/- net from 
ah booksellers, By post 5/3 from The Publishing 
Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., London, S E.1 


_ A RCHITECTURE as a Career: A Practical 

4% Handbook for Students.” By Maurice BE. 
Taylor, M.T.P.1., A.R.L.B.A., F.LL.A., F.R.LA.S., 
F.S.A.Scot., R.1.B.A.Dist.T.P., A.A.Dip. of Plan- 
ning. Discusses the various methods of approach 
to the architectural profession, gives information on 
the various R.1.B.A. examinations, scholarships and 
prizes, and offers the intending architect much 
sound advice on every aspect a: anning his career 
10/6 net from all booksellers y post 10/11 from 
The Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St., 
London, S8.E.1 


*CONSTRUC TIONAL Steelwork Shop Prac- 

4 tice A Textbook for Agereaniste and 
Students By John Farrell (Published for the 
British Constructional Steelwork Association.) A 
practical work covering every stage of operations 
in this industry Includes information on: t 
reading of constructional engineering drawings; 
the template shop; work of the plater in marking 
off and assembly; processes of fabricating steelwork; 
inspection, checking and maintenance, etc 15/- 
net from all booksellers a A 15/6 from The 
Publishi Dept., Dorset louse, Stamford St., 
Leadon, 6 E.1. 


“ DLASTICS Progress: Papers and Discussions at 

British Plastics Convention, 1953.” he 
text of this book is based on the papers given by 
leading experts at the 1953 British Plastics Con 
vention, and includes a report on the discussion 
which followed each paper. Providing an up-to- 
date record of contemporary technological develop- 
ments and useful information on modern applica- 
tions, the volume should be studied by every 
producer and user of plastics products. 50/- net 
from all booksellers By post 51/4 from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford St, 
London, S.E.1 


ms OMESTIC Water Heating: Basix 
ing Principles of Electric and Solid-Fuel 
Installations." By Ronald Grierson, M.I1.E.E., 
M.1.Mech.E. A critical analysis of current practice 
in household hot water supply Shows that the 
combination of an electric immersion heater with 
a storage tank and coal- or coke-fired water heater 
can be economical and efficient. The whole theory 
and practice of domestic water heating is covered, 
including much data from recent research. 25s net 
from all booksellers. By post 25s 7d from The 
Publishing Dept., Dorset House, Stamford Street, 
London, 5 El 


Engineer- 


——————— — | 








Phone : PADdington 8486-7 
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THE ARCHITI 





The right start..... 


We are familiar with the ‘office-boy 
routine in Big Business. But where do 
Decorator, who eventually reach I 





Some light was thrown on this sut 


cription of the new P. & O. lux 
Arcadia, which told us that the lady 
the decorations “‘started her career 


foreman painter at a local builder’s 





And when we come to think of it, h 
DURESCO PRODUCTS LTD., CHARLTON, LONDON, 5.£.7 could she have started better? For it’: 
Telephone: GREenwich 0034 shop that the meaning of colour 
and balancing —are truly appr 
practical application best under 














STRUCTURAL ECONOMY 
FOR THE ARCHITECT & B 

This book, by G. Fairweather, F.R.I.B.A 

critical analysis of traditional form f 
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Full details will be supplied on 1 in plastic. 








FOR BAY WINDOWS 
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For straight runs, curtains can be effortlessly opened or 
closed with this ‘ Rufflette’’ cord-controlled runway with 
sliding overlap arm. Brackets are top or face fixing, and 


are designed to save valuable fitting tir und cost on the 
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Designed by the Chief Architect’, Division, Ministry of Vi 


Britain’s Plutonium Factory 





At Britain’s Plutonium Factory at Sellafield in Cum- 
berland, with its two stacks over 400 feet high, two 
large natural uranium atomic piles are producing 


fissile material. i Al Re G 
Building and civil engineering works by this Com- 


pany include the two atomic piles, cooling reservotr, 
blower houses, ancillary buildings, and roads and 
railways in the pile group. 
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